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Biography. 


CHARACTER OF LADY HUNTINGDON. 


Extracted from the Rev. Dr. Haweis’s Church History. 


“THE noble and ele&@ Lady Huntingdon had lived in the high. 
eft circle of fafhion; by birth a daughter of the houfe of Shirly, 
by marriage united with the Earl of Huntingdon, both bearing the 
royakarms of England, as defcendants from her ancient monarchs, 

“In very early infancy, when only nine years old, the fight of 
a corpfe about htr own age conveying to the grave, engaged her to 
attend the burial. There the firft impreflions of deep feriou/nefs 
about an eternal world, laid hold on her confcience ; and, with 
many tears, fhe cried earneltly to God on the {pot, that whenever 
he fhould be pleafed to take her away, he would deliver her from 
all her fears, and give her a happy departure. She often after- 
wards vifited the grave, and always preferved a lively fenfe of the 
affecting f{cene. 

** Though no views of evangelical truth had hitherto opened on 
her mind, vet even, during her juvenile days, fhe frequently retir- 
ed, for prayer, to a particular clofet where fhe could not he ob- 
ferved : and in all her little troubles found relief in pouring out 
her requefts unto God. When fhe grew up, and was introduced 
into the world, fhe continued to pray that fhe might marry into a 
ferious family. None kept up more of the ancient dignity and 
decency than the houfe of Huntingdon. With the head of the 
family fhe accordingly became united. Lady Betty and Lady 
Margaret Haftings, his lordfhip’s filters, were women of fingular 
excellence. 

“In this high eftate fhe maintained a peculiar ferioufnefs of con- 
du&. Though fometimes at court, and vifiting in the higher 
circles, fhe took no pleafure in the fafhionable follies of the great. 
In the country fhe was the lady bountiful among her neighbours 
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and-dependents ; and going ftill about to eftablifh her own right- 
eoufnels, the endeavoured by prayer and fafting, and alms-deeds, 
to commend herlelf to the favour of the Moft High and Moft 
Holy. 

‘The zealous preachers, who had been branded with the name 
of Methodilts, had now awakened great attention in the land. 
Lady Margaret Haftings, happening to hear them, received the 
truth as it isin Jefus from their miniftry; and was fome years 
after united with the excellent Mr. Ingham, one of the firft la- 
bourers in this plenteous harveft. Converfing with Lady Marga- 
ret one day on this fubject, Lady Huntingdon was exceedingly 
ftruck with a fentiment fhe uttered, “ that fince fhe had known and 
believed in the Lord Jefus Chrift for life and falvation, fhe had 
been as happy as an angel.”” To any fuch fenfation of happinefs 
Lady, Huntingdon felt that fhe was as yet an utter ftranger, 

« as dangerous illnefs having foon after this brought her to the 
brink of the grave, the fear of death fell terribly upon her, and 
her confcience was greatly diftrefled. Hereupon fhe meditated 
fending for Bifhop Benfon, of Gloucefter, who had been Lord 
Huntingdon’s tutor, to confult him, and unburden her mind, 
Juft at that time the words of Lady Margaret returned ftrongly 
to her recollection, and fhe felt an pelts defire, renouncing every 
other hope, to caft herfelf wholly upon Chrift for life and falva- 


tion. She inflantly from her bed lifted up her heart to Jeftts the 


Saviour, with this importunate prayer ; and immediately all her 
diftrefs and fear were removed, and fhe was filled with peace and 
joy in believing. Her diforder from that moment took a favoura- 
ble turn; fhe was reftored to perfect health, and what was better, 
to newnefs of life.. She determined thenceforward to prefent 
herfelf to God, as a living facrifice, holy and acceptable, which 
fhe was now convinced was her reafonable fervice. 

“On her recovery, fhe fent a kind meflage to Meffrs. Wefleys, 
who were then preaching in the neighbourhood, that fhe was one 
with them in heart, cordially wifhing them good fpeed in the 
name of the Lord, and affured them of her determined purpofe of 
living for him who had died for her. 

“ The change thus fuddenly wrought on her Ladythip, became 
obfervable w all, in the open confeflion fhe made of the faith once 
delivered to the faints, and in the zealous fupport fhe began to 
give to the work of God, amidft all the reproach with which it 
was attended. 

“To the noble circle in which Lady Huntingdon moved, fuch 
profeffions and condué appeared wondrous ftrange ;, but fhe had 
fet her face as a flint, and refufed to be afhamed of Chrift and his 
crofs. There were not wanting indeed fome who, under the guife 
of friendthip, wifhed Lord Huntingdon to interpofe his authority ; 
but, however he differed from her i.adythip in fentiment, he ‘ned 
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tinued to fhew her the fame affection and refpeé&. He defired, 
however, fhe would oblige him, by converfing with Bifhop 
Benfon on the fubjeé, to which fhe readily acquiefced. 

“The Bifhop was accordingly fent for, in order to reafon with 
her Ladyfhip refpecting her opinions and conduct. But fhe preff- 
ed him fo hard with articles and homilies, and fo plainly and 
faithfully urged upon him the awful refponfibility of his ftation 
under the great Head of the church, Jefus Chrift, that his temper 
was ruffled; and he rofe up in hafte to depart, bitterly lamenting, 
that he had ever laid his hands on George Whitfield, to whom he 
imputed, though without caufe, the change wrought in her 
Ladythip.. She called him back ; ** My Lord,” faid the, “ mark 
my words, when you come upon your dying bed, that will be one 
of the few ordinations you will refle& upon with complacence.” It 
deferves remark, that Bifhop Benfon, on his dying bed, fent ten 
guineas to Mr. Whitfield, as a token of his favour and approba- 
tion, and begged to be remembered by him in his prayers. 

“Lady Huntingdon’s heart was truly engaged to God, and ‘he 
refolved, to her beft ability, to lay herfelf out to do good. The 
poor around her were the natural objects of her attention. Thefe 
fhe bountifully relieved in their neceflities, vifited in ficknefs, con- 
verfed with and led them to their knees, praying with them and 
for them. The late Prince of Wales, one day in court, afked a 
lady of fafhion, Lady Charlotte E. where my Lady Huntingdon 
was, that fhe fo feldom vifited the circle. Lady Charlotte replied 
with a fneer, “ I fuppofe praying with her beggars.” ‘The Prince 
fhook his head, and faid, “ Lady Charlotte, when I am dying, I 
think I fhall be happy to feize the fkirt of Lady Huntingdon’s 
mantle, to lift me up with her to heaven.” 

* During my Lord Huntingdon’s life fhe warmly efpoufed the 
caufe of God and truth, though her means of ufefulnefs were 
meceflarily circumfcribed, and her family engagements occupied 
much of her time and attention. On his demife, fhe was left the 
entire management of her children, and of their fortunes, which fhe 
improved with the greateft fidelity. Become her own miftrefs, fhe 
refolved to devote herfelf wholly to the fervice of Chrift, and the 
fouls redeemed by his blood. Her zealous heart embraced cordi- 
ally all whom fhe efleemed real Chriftians, whatever their denom- 
ination or opinions might be, but being herfelf in fentiment more 
congenial with Mr. Whitfield than the Mr. Wefleys, fhe favoured 
thofe efpecially who were the minifters of the Calviniftic perfua- 
fion, according to the literal fenfe of the articles of the church of 
England. And with an intention of giving them a greater fcene 
of ufefulnefs, fhe opened her houfe in Park ftreet, for the preach- 
ing of the gofpel, fuppofing, as a peerefs of the realm, that fhe 
had an indifputable right to employ, as her family chaplains, thofe 
minilters of the church whom fhe patronifed. On the week days 
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her kitchen was filled with the poor of the flock, for whom fhe 
provided inftruéction ; and on the Lord’s day the great and noble 
were invited tofpend the evening in her drawing-room, where Mr. 
Whitheld, Mr. Romaine, Mr. Jones, and other minifters of Chrift, 
addrefled to them faithfully all the words of this life, and were 
heard with apparently deep and ferious attention.” 

Here the author mentions the various exertions of Lady Hunt- 
ingdon in the propagation of the gofpel, which we are compelled 
to omit, and then adds: ; 

“Lady Huntingdon now became the open and avowed patron- 
efs of all the zealous minifters of Chritt, efpecially of thofe who 
were fuffering for the teftimony of Jefus. Mr. Romaine, on his 
being turned out of St. George’s church, received particular to- 
kens of her favour ; and, though till then unknown to her, I was 
honoured with her expreffions of kindnefs and approbation, when 
as yet a young man, | fuffered fuch perfecution from Bifhop 
Hume, and the univerfity of Oxford, and was fo unjuitly difpo- 
fefled of my cure in that city. 

“Though Lady Huntingdon devoted the whole of her fub- 
ftance to the gofpel, yet it is not a little furprifing, how her income 
fufficed for the immenfity of expenfe in which the was neceffarily 
involved. » Her jointure was no more than twelve hundred pounds 
a year; and only after the death of her fon, a few years preced- 
ing her own, fhe received the addition of another thoutand. She 
often involved herfelf in expenfes for building chapels, which fhe 
found it burthenfome to difcharge. But the Lord brought her al- 
ways honourably through her engagements, and provided a {up- 
ply when her own was exhaufted. 

“ To the age of four feore and upwards fhe maintained all the 
vigour of youth; and though in her latter years the contraction 
ot her throat reduced her almoft wholly toa liquid diet, her {pirits 
never feemed to fail her; and to the very laft days of her life, her 
active mind was planning {till greater and more extenfive fchemes 
of ufefulnefs, for the univerfal {pread of the gofpel of Chritt. 

* Lady Huntingdon was rather above the middle fize. Her 
prefence noble, and commanding refpect ; her addrefs fingularly 
engaging ; her intelligence acute; her diligence indefatigable ; 
and the conftant labour of her thought and correfpondence incon- 
ceivable. Never was creature apparently more dead to all felf in- 
dulgence, or more liberally difpofed to fupply the calls of the gofpel. 
I believe, during the many years I was honoured with her friend- 
fhip, fhe often poffeffed no more than the gown fhe wore. I have 
often faid, fhe was one of the poor who lived on her own bounty ; 
but her moft diftinguifhing excellence was, the fervent zeal which 
always burned in her bofom, to make known the gofpel of the 
grace of God; which no difappointments quenched, no labours 
flackened, no oppofition difcouraged, no progrefs of years abated : 
it 
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it flamed firongeft in her latef{ moments. The world has feldom 
feen fuch a charaéter; thoufands and tens of thoufands will have 
reafon, living and dying,,tu blefs her memory, as having been the 
happy initrument of bringing them out of darknefs into marvellous 
light ; and multitudes, faved by her inftrumentality, have met her 
in the regions of glory, to rejoice together in the prefence of God 
and of the Lamb.” 

Her laft days and hours were very happy, as appears by the 
account publifhed by Mr. Hawes, and particularly in a letter 
written by the amiable Dr. Lettfom, her phyfician 5 which 1] fhall 
here fubjoin. 

“ Dear Lady Ann Erfeine, 

*‘ I deeply fympathife with thee, and all the family in Chrift, in 
the removal of that evangelic woman, fo lately among us, the 
countefs of Huntingdon. Your fouls were fo united, and your 
affections fo endeared together, that I cannot but feel in a partic- 
ular manner on thy account ; left the mournful flate of thy mind 
may undermine thy conftitution, and endanger a life fpent in 
mitigating the painful fuflerings of body of our deceafed friend 
whilft living. Her advanced age, and debilitated frame, had 
long prepared my mind for an event which has at length deprived 
the world of its brighteft ornament. How often have we, when 
fitting by her fick bed, witnefled the. faithful compofure with which 
fhe has viewed this awful change ! Not with the fearful profpe& 
of doubt ; not with the dreadful apprehenfion of the judgments 
of an offended Creator—hers was all peace within; a tranquilli- 
ty and cheerfulnefs which confcious acceptance alone could con- 
vey. How often have we feen her, elevated above the earth, and 
earthly things, uttering this language, “ My work is done; I 
have nothing to do, but to go to my heavenly Father?” Let us, 
therefore, under a firm conviction of her felicity, endeavour to 
follow her, as fhe followed her Redeemer. Let us be thankful 
that fhe was preferved to advanced age, with the perfect exercife 
of her mental faculties ; and that, under long and painful days 
and nights of ficknefs, fhe never repined ; but appeared conftantly 
animated in prayer and thankfulnefs fos unutterable mercies fhe 
experienced. When I look back upon the paft years of my atten- 
dance, and connect with it the multitudes of others whom my pro- 
feflion has introduced me to, I feel confolation.in acknowledging 
that, of all the daughters of affliction, fhe exhibited the greateft 
degree of Chriftian compofure that ever I witnefled; and that 
fubmiffion to divine allotment, however fevere and painful, which 
nothing but divine aid could inipire. 

“It was on the 12th of this month, that our dear friend ap- 
peared more particularly indifpofed, and afforded me thofe ap- 
prehenfions of danger, which on the 17th finally terminated her 
bodily fufferings. I had, on former occafions of her illnefs, ob- 

ferved, 
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ferved, that when fhe expreffed “ an hope and defire to go to her 
heavenly Father,’ (for this was often her language,) fhe ufually 
added fome folicitudes upon her mind refpecting her children, 
as fhe fpoke of her people in religious profeffion: adding, 
“ But I feel for the good of their fouls.” When under the ut- 
moft debility of body, fhe has continued this fubje& in ani- 
mated and pious converfation, extending her views to all man- 
kind; fhe has exprefled a firm perfuafion in the gradual and 
univerfal extenfion of virtue and religion. Wherever a fel- 
low, creature! exifted, fo far her prayers extended. In _ her 
laft illnefs, I never heard her utter a defire to remain longer on 
earth. A little before fhe died, fhe repeatedly faid, in a feeble 
voice, jult to be heard, “ I fhall goto my Father this night ;” 
adding, “* Has God forgot to be gracious? or is there any end of 
his loving kindnefs?” It was on this day fhe converfed a little 
on the fubje& of fending miffionaries to’ Otaheite, in the South 
Seas, in the pious hope of introducing Chriftianity among that 
mild, but uninformed race of people : indeed her whole life feemed 
devoted to one great object, the glory of God, and the falvation 
ef his creatures.” ° 
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Religious Communications. 


THEOLOGICAL INSTITUTION. 


THE interefting objec, prefented -by the title, requires impar- 
tial confideration and reflection. It is one of the ftreams of divine 
goodnefs, which moft directly leads us to the original fountain. 

The open volume of nature is full of divine inftruation ; but defti- 
tute of the more luminous volume of infpiration, the whole world 
muft have remained deeply inveloped in pagan darknefs and fuper- 
tition. Both the prefent and anterior ftate of the heathen nations 
manifeltly evinces the neceflity of fpecial revelation. It ‘is the 
word of God, it is the gofpel of Chrift, in the courfe of divine ad- 
miniftration, which makes the moral difference between rude 
pagans and devout Chriftians. What benevolent mind, while 
contemplating the fuperior advantages of the church, does 
not weep over the millions of ignorant men who are perith- 
ing for lack of vifion? What Chriltian does not commiferate 
the deftitute, in all fections of the globe, and devoutly pray, 
agreeably to Chrilt’s injunétion, that the gofpel may foon be 
preached to every creature? How long, alas, fhall the major 

tof the human race remain unacquainted with the minifters 
of the gofpel! How long fhall they continue unbelievers! “ But 
' how 
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how fhall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? And 
how {hall they hear without a preacher? And how fhall they 
preach except they be fent?”’ And how, it is afked, can preach- 
ers be confiitently fent, unlefs prope. y qualified? And how at 
this day of increafing error and delufion can they acquire proper 
qualifications to ftem the rtling torrent of infidelity and corruption, 
except furnifhed with greater theological advantages, than have . 
been generally realized in our country ? The numerous obftacles 
which fome eminent men have laborioufly furmounted, to-qualify 
themfelves properly for the facred office, and the numerous difh- 
culties which others were unable to remove, while attempting 
minifterial qualifications, prefent a potent argument for the eftab- 
lifhment of a Theological Inftitution. For the church at this day 
of boafted light, which is a time of great moral darknefs, in the moft 
plaintive manner {preads forth her trembling hands, and afks for 
help. She greatly needs and urgently begs for more able candi- 
dates, miflionaries, and paftors; and thall her prefling requeft, 
while fupported by the Lord of the harvelt, be difregarded ? 

Is it not an impreflive, humiliating confideration, that many 
young men are indudted into the defk, who are much lefs quali- 
fied with appropriate information, than is reputable or admiflible 
in the other learned departments? To the lafting honour of the 
bar and the medical faculty, they will neither admit nor recognize 
any, except men of talents and erudition, in their refpective pro- 
feffions. For property and health are too precious to be trufted 
inahe hands of debility and ignorance. But what’is the value of 
property, or what is the value of health or human life, compared 
with the ineftimable intereft of immortal fouls? Alas! fhall the 
pulpit figh and groan? Shall infidels fneer and triumph? And 
fhall Satan take the advantage of heedlefs finners, becaufe minif- 
.ters, becaufe authorifed teachers, depreciate the gofpel by being 
unable to preach or defend it ? God forbid. The priefts fhould 
keep knowledge : and the ambafladors of Chrift, in their refpective 
official capacity, muft not be inferior to the ambafladors of tems 
poral princes. For their office is facred and confers much higher 
refponfibility. ‘Fhey plead and adminifter for Chrift and immor- 
tal fouls. ‘They ftand between heaven and earth, and muft be 
qualified to honour God by correétly delivering his meflage to 
man. And who is fufficient’ for thefe things? Who can render 
to God the things that are God’s, and rightly divide the truth te 
the different clafles of men, unlefs properly, qualified ? 

But by what eligible, effeGtual meafures, can minifterial, evan- 
gelical influence be reclaimed and fupported? How can devout 
candidates moft fuccefsfully acquire theological reputation and 
celebrity? By what means and advantages can they be qualified 
to magnify the pattoral office ? The queltion is highly interefting 
to Zion and the fouls of men. The aniwer is ready, if not antici- 
pated. 
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pated. By gratuitous theological eftablifhments they muft have 
ample opportunity and advantages to purfue their ttudies. This 
is confidered, after due reflection and examination, a correét ex- 
pedient and the beft meafure which can be adopted at the prefent 
day. 

Merely to glance at the deep and fublime things of divinity fix 
months, according to paft cuftom, in many inftances, or to ftudy 
one or two years only, is not a fufficient term to qualify young 
men for the gofpel miniftry. ‘To fill the paftoral office with gol- 
pel dignity and utility, by wifely unfolding and applying the truth 
to faints and finners, much previous ftudy and information are re- 
quifite. Shree years careful and unwearied application to the- 
ology, being only half-the term required by the church of Scot- 
land, is but barely fufficient. The extenfive field of divinity, fo 
full of hidden treafures, cannot be advantageoufly explored by 
young men of piety and ability within a fhorter term. And what | 
youth who has genius and grace to make a burning and fhining 
light in the golden candleftick, can more directly redeem the time? 
No wife candidate, who refolves to {pend his life in diftributing 
truth to others, will confider three years milapplied, while laying 
a good foundation, by acquainting himfelf with the various. 
branches of theology. To thofe who defire to excel in doing 
good, the term will appear but a few days. For no compenia- 
tion for theological advantages will be required of the indigent, 
except diligent application, and anfwerable improvement. At 
this gratuitous, limpid ftream, they may drink freely, without mo- 
ney and without price, and anticipate the heavenly fountain, 
which will never fail. 

The common embarraffments of theological ftudents, the preff- 
ing and imperious demand for qualified labourers to reap the 
extenfive and increafing harveft which opens before us, compel 
us to contemplate the. neceflity and utility of a gratuitous, theo- 
logical inftitution. To raife up a long and uninterrupted fuccef- 
fion of able, devout miniflters for the defence of the gofpel, to 
ornament the church, and to honour Chrilt, by cooperating with 
him in reclaiming finners, difplay the defign of the inftitution ; 
and afford the affluent an ample opportunity for the moft appro- 
priate exercife of benevolence. 

Though funds to eftablifh a gratuitous inftitution are not whol- 
ly wanting, yet to endow it for the permanent fupport of all ne- 
ceflary profeflorfhips and fcholarfhips, a more ample foundation 
is defirable, and will be acceptable from the liberal hand of opu- 
lence. - 

Motives to unite the hearts of all orthodox men to promote the 
intereft of the inftitution with energy are numerous., The daring 
ftrides which are made at the prefent day by infidels, unitarians, 
and. other erroneous men ; the urgent neceflity of a mof wr 
an 
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and pious miniftry to check and countervail their dangerous in- 
fluence, are not inferior motives to combine the efforts of all the 
faithful. But there are other confiderations which are equally 
impreflive. For is it not worthy of grateful notice, that the con- 
current events of this period induce a belief, that the fet time to 
build up Zion is at hand? Except we greatly miftake the import 
of prophecy, and correfpondent events, we live near the termina- 
tion of the difmal period of darknefs, which has long inveloped 
the church and the world; and as near the commencement of 
the luminous period of Zion’s permanent profperity and glory. 

The numerous miffionary and humane inftitutions which have 
lately been eftablifhed and crowned with fignal fuccefs, are indica- 
tions that Chrift is preparing the way for the millennial expreflion of 
his benevolence. Shall we therefore fee his ftar in the eaft ? Shall 
we behold the glorious Redeemer coming to collect the precious 
fruits of the crofs by renovating the world ? Shall the Lord of the 
harveft call for able, faithful labourers to enter his extenfive field, 
and fhall we not concur with his gracious operations by the moft 
effetual meafures? Surely a wide and effectual door is open to 
do much good. And fhall we not improve it? We fhall, it is 
believed, unlefs we difregard the manifeft language of Providence. 
And if we withhold our aid, deliverance will arife to the church 
from fome other quarter. For God will build up Zion and ap- 
pear in his glory. 

The theological inftitution we confider not merely as the refi- 
dence of able, godly profeflors, and the beft qualified candidates 
for the miniftry ; but the refidence of Chriftian love and har- 
mony, and the refidence of the Sun of righteoufnefs, who will 
make it alight of the church, and one of the brighteft luminaries 
of our hemifphere. 

Finally, while we furvey the gloomy ftate of the church, and 
the world fo deftitute of able, pious candidates, in connexion 
with the numerous embarraffments and difadvantages which 
theological ftudents labour under, in qualifying themfelves for 
the miniftry, we cannot but hail the rifing and advancing inftitu- 
tion. For it will afford the indigent ample opportunity to purfue 
their. ftudies feveral years without expenfe: and will readily em- 
brace the opulent who choofe to defray the expenfe of their theo- 
logical education. 

Onder the patronage of Chrift, therefore, to whom the inftitu- 
tion is dedicated, we cannot but.entertain a pleafing, confident 
hope, that it will flourifh. For it will meet the cordial approba- 
tion of informed Chriftians, and realize the ineffable benefit of 


their devout and prevailing prayers. 
BENEVOLUS. 
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BALAAM. 


IT has been debated among Chriftian divines, whether Balaam 
Was a magician or a prophet. The Jews in general confidered 
him as a magician or aftrologer, and the ancient fathers of the 


. church fuppofed him a foothfayer ; Origen calls him “ the devil’s 


forcerer.” It is certain,-however, that he uttered feveral remark- 
able prophecies. He gave aflurance of the long expected Meffiah, 
of the approaching glory of Ifrael, and the ruin of certain nations, 
hef enemies, in terms which no perfon need mifunderftand. It is 
a fa& alfo that in the New Teftament he is explicitly called a 
prophet. ‘“ The dumb afs fpeaking, rebuked the madnefs of the 
prophet”? He was undoubtedly a celebrated man; he was fa- 
mousenot only in his own city and nation, but in furroundin 
countries. Diftant kings declared, that whom he bleffed, were 
bleffed. 

Strong impreflions of God were fixed on his mind. His pro- 
feflions of reverence were numerous, explicit, and affecting. When 
the meflengers of Balak firft arrived, he does not anfwer fudden- 
ly, though his defires were excited. He takes time to confider ; 
he afks his vifitors to tarry all night ; he confults with God. God 
forbids his compliance ; he, therefore, in the morning civilly dif- 
miffed his company. Wicked men perfevere in their oppofition to 
God and his church ; Balak fends another embafly more honoura- 
ble than the firft. He makes more fpiendid offers. ‘I wil! do 
whatfoever thou fayeft.”” Still Balaam preferves his reverence for 
God. ‘I cannot,” faith he, “ go beyond the word of the Lord.” 
“ Now therefore tarry this night, that I may know what the Lord 
will fay unto me more.” “ If the men call thee,” faith God, 
* rifeandgo with them.” Balaam rofe and went with the prin- 
ces of Moab. When the angel of the Lord met him, he inftantly 
offers to return; the angel replies, “Go with the men.” He 
goes, and has a {plendid interview with Balak. They erected three 
times feven altars, fucceflively in three confpicuous places. Divi- 
nation and charms, with all the arts of the forcerer, were ufed 
to. bring curfes on Ifrael ; {till Balaam is compelled to pronounce 
bleflings in the affecting imagery of prophecy, in the fublimity of 
revelation. The third time he went not to feek enchantment, as 
he had done, but fet his face toward the wildernefs, gave himfelf 
to the direction of God without employing any diabolical arts 
againft the influences of the holy Spirit. He gave himfelfup to 
be moved by the Spirit of God, and the Spirit of God came upon 
him. He took up his parable and faid, “* Balaam the fon of 
Beor hath faid, and the man whofe eye was fhut hath faid ; he 
hath faid who heard the words of the Almighty, falling, and his. 
eyes were opened.”* He had been in darknefs while unagining" 


>? 


* A more literal translation. 
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he might curfe Ifrael; his eyes are now opened. ‘* How goodly 

are thy tents, O Jacob, and thy tabernacles, O Ifrael.” He begins 

his beft fpeech boafting of himfelf. “The man hath faid, 4, Ba- 

laam, the man whofe eye was fhut hath faid, he hath faid, I, Ba» 

laam have faid, who heard the words of God, or the angel with a 

drawn fword, who faw the vifion of the Almighty, falling with 

his beat, his eyes were opened.” Here is the /pirit of modern 

times, though the fpeaker lived in days of old. Our prefent high 

pretenders to religion are inceffantly telling how remarkable are 

their experiences, boating of what God hath fhowed to them, 
or told them. They make themfelves hoarfe in relating their 
vifions, and declaring how blind and wicked they once were, how 
wife and good they noware. Such people may be called Balaam- 
ites. He could tell a more wonderful experience, than a dozen of 
our modern enthufiafts, ftrolling from town to town, creeping in- 
to private houfes, leading captive filly women, and filly men. 

Balaam had faid that Ifrael “ fhould eat up the nations, who 
were their enemies, and break their bones ; blefled is he that blefleth 
them, and curfed is he that curfeth them.” ‘This kindled the 
anger of Balak ; fmiting his hands together, he commands him 
inftantly to leave his kingdom. Still Balaam continues his {peech, 
and declares that “ Ifrael fhall do valiantly.” 

After thefe predi@ions Balaam returned to his own country ; 
but as if he had been vexed to madnefs by lofing his reward, he 
gives Balak the moft horrible advice, as he bids him adieu. The 
black malignity of his heart, the diabolical fpirit of his foul, 
is completely developed. He advifed Balak to fend his women, 
into the camp of Ifrael to entice them to idolatry and fornication ; 
and departed.* Though his curfes were fupprefled, this artifice 
_ of hell fucceeded. The people of Ifrael were enfmared by the en- 
ticements of female arts; they finned, and God deftroyed twenty 
four thoufand of them. So does one finner deftroy much good ; 
one defigning, artful man or woman may deftroy a whole country. 

1. This view of Balaam’s charaéter fhows us how inefficacious are 
the refolutions of unconverted men. Often did Pharaoh promife 
to let Ifrael go, and as often did he change his refolution. Often 
did Saul promife to lay afide his malice againft David, and as 
often did he violate thofe refolutions. Often do finners promife 
that they will be devout, and holy, and break off from their fins, 
and no more roll them, as a fweet morfel under their tongues ; 
yet do they continue to negle& Chrift and his facraments, to reject 
divine truth and the duties of a holy life. Balaam promifed not 
to ga beyond the word of the Lord; yet he gave Balak the molt 
ungodly advice. : 

2. The ftory of Balaam teaches us the danger of dallying with 
temptation. He who inftantly rejects temptation is fafe. Balaam 
at firft /eemed to have the fear of God before his eyes. He declared 


he 
* Rev. ii. 14. 
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he could-not go a ftep, nor {peak a word, but according to the in- 

ftructions of God. He declared that a houfe full of filver. and 
gold could not move him. Yet by tempting God, by going as 
far as he dared to go, he went beyond his duty ; he deftroyed his 
‘precious, precious foul. Had he made a coyenant with his eyes 
and his lips ; had he not allowed himfelf to defire forbidden pleaf- 
ures he might now have been rejoicing in the ‘glories of heaven. 

He that amufes himfelf with temptation has reafon to fear, that 
he is already undone. Eve loft paradife by liftening to the flattery 
of the ferpent. On the other hand_ Jofeph efcaped deftruction by 
avoiding the company of his miftrefs. ‘‘ He hearkened not unto 
her to lie 5y her, or to be with her.?? Had Balaam and a thou- 
fand others not ** hearkened’”’ to thofe, who tempted them to be 
“by” or “with” them, they might have been faved from guilt 
here and deftruétion hereafter. No prayer is more neceflary eve- 
ry day and hour than‘this, “ Lead us not into temptation.”? Had 
Ifrael not liftened to the Midianitifh women, had they like Jofeph 
not allowed themfelves to be “by” them, or “ with” them, they 
had not been deftroyed, twenty-four thoufand in one day. 

3. The hiftory of Balaam fhows us that the enemies of the 
church fhall prove bleffings when God pleafes. 

_ When Balaam fpeaks, the king of Moab implores him not to 
blefs or curfe ; but to remain filefit. He felt that this wicked 
man was raifing the chara¢ter of Ifrael in view of his fubjects, ar- 
raying them with new glory, giving them unrivalled dignity and 
{plendour. So the wrath of man fhall promote the caufe of 
Chrift, and the remainder of wrath fhall be carefully reftrained. 
Hireling officers fhall proteft, “ Never man {pake like Jefus Chrift ; 
Herod fhall releafe his prifoner; Pilate fhall proclaim his inno- 
cence ; Roman foldiers, unclean fpirits, and angry demons, fhall 
pronounce him the Son of God; rocks, tombs, and midnight 
darknefs, fhall break their filence to eulogize his name, when his 
glory demands this tribute of praife. Balaam fhall fay, * Let 
me die the death of the righteous, and let my laft end be like his.” 

4. We fee in the ftory of Balaam how good a bad man can 
appear. Wicked men often do fo many things, apparently good, 
that they deceive their friends ; they deceive their enemies ; they 
deceive themfelves. They fincerely think they are born again, 
that they are the people of God, while they are flaves to luft. 
They perhaps perform as many ferious fervices as they /ce others 
perform. They do as many things, apparently good, as they fee oth- 
ers perform. This deceives their hearts, and they perhaps will nev- 
* er difcover their error, till they hear their Judge fay, “ Depart ye 
curfed.” 

Balaam repairs to God for inftruétion once, and again, and 
again ; he inquires whether he fhall go, and what he fhail fay. 
He talks much of the word of the Lord, of his marvellous experi- 
ences, and of his ftrong virtue ; yet he loved the wages of un- 
righteoulnefs. 
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righteoufnefs ; the love of money inflamed his defires, prompted 
his actions, and gave frequency and ardour to his devotions. His 
actions were generally fair; but his heart was bafe, his motives 
were low and grovelling. This provoked the anger of God ; 
this unfheathed the {word of the angel, and removed the ftar of 
Jacob far from him. Such is now the charaéter of a thoufand, 
hypocrites; all is founding brafs. So do finners deceive them- 
felves with a fhow of religion ; their hearts are not renewed ; their 
lives are not Aoly. As the houfe fet on fire in one place will be 
confutned, fo will one luft indulged deftroy the foul. 

5. Great gifts are no decifive evidence of faving grace. A 
man may have all knowledge, and yet be nothing, as to vital reli- 
gion. The gifts of Balaam made him famous among the nations. 
He could talk of religious experience with the zeal of a new 
convert ; he could pray like a faint, and prophecy like an angel ; 
yet was he a gracelefs finner. He loved the wages of unright- 
eoufnefs. So many in our day have all the common knowledge 
of Chriftians ; it may be faid they underftand all doétrines ; they 
feem to have all faith ; they meet with the pgople of God in fea- 
fon and out of feafon; they feem to love the gofpel and gofpel 
minifters ; they are almoft perfuaded to be Chriftians, yet fome 
one luft or one neglect of duty compels us to believe their relig- 
ion is vain. Sometimes they feem to run well ; then fome tempta- 
tion overcomes them, and they make fhipwreck of their faith, 
Like the flony ground hearers, they fometimes receive the word 
with joy, but foon fome worldly indulgence banifhes their com- 
fort, and quenches their zeal. We are ready to inquire of them, 
“ Where is the bleflednefs of which ye once fpake ?” 

6. When wicked inclinations overcome and filence the con- 
fcience the perfon is probably undone. Balaam feems to have had 
a ftruggle between his heart and his confeience; a warfare be- 
tween his convictions and his inclinations. So it was with Pharaoh, 
Saul, Pilate, and Simon Magus, but their lufts finally prevailed, 
and they were probably ruined forever. So probably it is now 
with people educated under the gofpel. They fin and then tremble ; 
then they fin again, and again tremble. Young people in general 
have periods of deep and diftrefling alarm. Perfons fick are fome- 
times deeply imprefled. Thofe, alfo, who begin to fin after making 
a falfe profeffion of religion are terrified left they may be conftrain- 
ed to give up their Aope their delicious hope of falvation. But by de- 
grees their terrors fubfide, their hearts become harder, their con- 
fciences are feared, their religious feelings are benumbed. Terror 
does not move them; glory does not comfort them ; all the min- 
ifters of Chriftianity cannot perfuade them ; the holy Spirit forfakes 
them ; and they are quiet in their fins. They fin, and fin, and fin. 
Sometimes they pray a litite, read a little, and generally they 
May attend public worfhip. So do their’ paflions prevail over 
their 
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their confciences ; fo ate they undone, forever undone. So Ba- 
laam was loft; fo Judas was loft ; and fo, probably, will thoufands 
of others be loft. 

Reader, if this be thy chara¢ter ; if thou canft fin with lefs re- 
morfe than formerly ; if thou art habitually living in one fin, 
or the neglect of one duty ; let me entreat thee, by the worth of 
thy foul, by the terrors of the great day, by the torments of hell, 
to break off from that fin, which moft eafily befets thee ; never, 
Oh never indulge in that pleafant fin, once more, left thou foon 


lift up thine eyes in hell, and there be none to deliver thee. 
EUSEBIUS. 


——eet 


PULPIT ELOQUENCE. 


WHEN we read of the effects produced by eloquence 
in ancient times; when we read that judges trembled on their 
feats, let fall the condemnatory fentence, pardoning the victim def- 
tined for ruin; when we obferve the uncertain and feeble influence 
of modern {peakers, we are tempted to doubt the truth of hiftory. 
The clergy of this country are probably as learned, as the public 
{peakers of other ages. The fcience of the human mind, and all 
thofe arts, which aid the orator, are now at leaft as well under- 
fiood, as in former times. Why then is the public fpeaker fo unin- 
terefting a charaéter? Why are days of public folemnities fo little 
regarded? In many places, why do a great part of the people 
neglect public worfhip? If they are ftrangers to the confolations 
of religion, they are not deftitute of tafte, of feeling, they are 
pleafed with the powers of eloquence. Why are molt of thofe, 
who attend public worthip, influenced more by the force of cultom, 
than by any expectation of delight ? Why are they impelled more by 
the diGates of confcience, than the hope of entertainment; more 
by a kind of compulfive mece/fity, than the cheerfulnefs of defire 
to hear the public fpeaker? Several fmaller caufes operate, as 
the frequency of the Sabbath, the eafe with which the preacher 
may be heard at any time, and the ferioufnefs of his addreffes ; 
but thefe are not the principal caufes. It is not half a century 
fince Whitefield blazed through the Britifh empire. Like a new 
fiar he attracted every eye; all gazed as if a comet were failing 
through the heavens; every ear liftened, as if an angel fpoke. 
Yet Sabbaths were then as frequent as ever; and addrefles more 
ferious the world never heard. 

In the eleventh century, Peter the hermit by the force of his 
eloquence ftartled the nations of Chriftendom. Having vifited the 
holy land, he defcribed the woes of the faints in Jerufalem, and 
Europe wasroufed. He mentioned the profanation of their Sa- 
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viour’s tomb, and they enlifted under the banner of thecnofs; he 
fighed, and millions marched in arms to the holy land. Why 
then are our public aflemblies fo unaffected, fo uninterefted ? One 
caufe, probably, is the.uninterefted /ooks, the apparent indifference 
of the fpeaker. He /cems not opprefled with his fubje& ; he appears 
eafy ; and we feel light and vain. Peter the hermit appeared to 
be penetrated and overwhelmed with his fubjeét. To fhow his 
fympathy, his readinefs to endure any fufferings to relieve his 
brethren in Paleftine, his feet were dare, his head was naked, his 
body covered with a coarfe cloth, fighs were burfting from his 
heart.- It hasbeen reported of a late celebrated preacher in our 
country, that as he afcended the pulpit, his folemn looks excited 
tears of~piety in the aflembly, before he uttered a fentence. 
When the important fubjecét of the preacher’s choice is vifible in 
the ftyle of his deportment ; when his fleps, and his attitude, and his 
countenance, and his eyes, and his geftures, reveal the religious 
impreffions, which weigh down his own fpirit ; then is one effectual 
meafure taken to banifh indifference from the aflembly. 
Appearances are vain without the reality. If the preacher’s 
heart be warm with the love of God, and agitated with diftrefs for 
the falvation of his hearers ; if he has ftrongly conceived his fub- 
je&, and is deeply perfuaded, not only of its general importance, 
but of its happy adaptation to the prefent time and circumftances ; 


‘if he open his lips in the fear of God, and in a firm faith, that his 


name will be glorified, he has provided another’ fecurity againft 
the pain of addreffing a carelefs aflembly. 

Harmony of ftyle, like harmony of founds, has a power to 
pleafe, to entertain, and captivate the heart. A ftyle {fmooth as 
the waving deep, melodious as the voice of love, fhould fponta- 
neoufly flow from the preacher’s lips. Nor is mufic of numbers 
the only charm of good writing; different kinds of ftyle have a 
powerful tendency to roufe, to cheer, to. melt or elevate the mind. 
Words, like the ftones in the temple of Solomon, fhould be pre- 
pared for the place, and adapted to the object for which they are 
defigned. 

Let the ftyle and action of the preacher be free from every thing 
uncouth, vulgar, or improper ; let his ftyle and addrefs be graceful 
and pleafant. Hearers are often difgufted with a manner as void of 
grace, as the movements of the brawny ox of the plough ; with a 
ftyle as harth, as the tones of a fhattered bell ; no wonder they defert 
fuch a combination of painful impreflions. Were the ftyle harmonious 
er well adapted to the fubject, the preacher might not only in- 
form, but pleafe, not only convince, but deeply imprefs the minds 
of his hearers, Thus prepared, and fpeaking as he feels, every 
eye will be fixed, and every ear will be open. Let him now de- 
clare the terrors of the Lord with that courage, and zeal, and 
concern, which he devoutly feels, and confciertce will not continue 
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her flumbers. The inquiry will rife, ** What fhall I do to be 
faved ?” 

Some preachers fpeak with a difidence and moderation, which 
induces many to doubt, whether they are in carnef. Inftead of 
imitating the ambafladors of a fovereign, independent prince, their 
manner refembles the timid, dependent fervant, who fears he 
fhall lofe his place by offending his mafter. Their fpeech refem- 
bles the pliant addrefs of the falfe prophets, rather than-the holy 
boldnefs of thofe, who were fons of thunder. Such need not afpire 
to the majey of pulpit eloquence. Let the faithful minifter, in 
tones as pofitive as truth, declare the amazing guilt, and danger 





’ of the wicked; yet in ftrains as tender as the Saviour’s voice, 


weeping over Jerufalem, let him proclaim the mercy of God, the 
virtue of the crofs, the merits of the Redeemer’s blood. Let 
him infift that propitiation is made for crimes of darkelt hue, and 
exhort, and urge, and compel finners to flee to Calvary, to behold 
the Lamb of God, bleeding for the fins of the world. Inftead of 
addrefling the idle, the fluggifh, and deaf reafon of mortals; in- 
ftead of coldly arguing refpecting heaven and hel! with thofe, who 
will not argue themfelves, nor even attend to his arguments ; in- 


* ftead of defcribing the advantayes of virtue, and the inconveniences 


of vice to thofe, who will not confider the confequences of either, 
let him by the moft impaflioned addrefs roufe their pa/fions, awak- 
en their sopes, or pierce their fouls with the anguifh of terror. 
The general, who flumbers in his camp, fending one fummon af- 
ter another relating his own power, and doing nothing, will not 
probably take the citadel; but he, who gives the fignal for a 
general aflault, who, Sword 7 in hand, mounts the wall, generally 
makes the garrifon prifoners. So he, who argues with his hear- 
ers about religion, and duty, anda future fiate, feldom excites 
them to any zealous exertions, and often is not heard even while 
ke is {peaking ; but he, who addreffes the paflions ; who touches 
the nerve of terror ; who fhows the finner, that his feet ftand on 
a flippery place ; who draws the curtain, and open deftruction 
before him; who makes him hear a loft foul, crying in vatn 
for a dtop of water to cool his parched tongue, he will not 
long be afflited with a drowfy congregation. 

To feel and fpeak in this manner, a {tric difcipline of the 
thoughts ‘and affections, a devout walk with God, is neceffary. 
Thefe moments of holy ardour, of feeming infpiration, do not con- 
fit with a worldly, carelefs life; this‘impreflive: eloquence i is not, 
like the gourd of the prophet, ‘the growth of a flight or a day. 
Habitual devotion, ferious meditation,-and folicitous benevolence, 


are the feeds, which produce thefe flowers of paragife. A found | 


mind and a good heart are the foil of this divine harveft. It is 
fanaticifm and frenzy to fuppofe this facred pathos will like the 


tide return on particular days, or hours of the day ; or that the 
prefence 
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prefence of a public afflembly, like a charm, will warm the heart, 
or give the lips the ardour of perfwafion. Such tranfient an® peri- 
odical eloquence is like the friits of the South, raifed in the North 
by the aid of glaffes and artificial fires. It has‘nofubftance, force, 
nor life. This fpecies of eloquence fometimes fhines, but never 
warms ; it dazzles, but never convinces, nor periuades; it me- 
chanically moves the paflions, but never penetrates the foul; it 
amufes the fancy or kindles enthufiafm,; but never mends the 
heart nor'reforms the life. Like the diftant thunder without the 
forked lightning, it excites a momentary attention, but does not 
awaken the conicience, nor fanétify the {pirit. 

Thefe reflections fag get the long agitated queftion, ** What pre- 
parations fhall the preacher make before he enters the facred 
defk ??? Shall he read his fermons, deliver them memoriter, or 
{peak extempore ? We would cautioufly decide, where doctors dif- 
agree. In favour of fermons coldly, or formally read, however, 
we think nothing conclufive can be faid. Few men have time’to 
commit their fermons to memory, fo-perfe@tly as not to feem 
more like a fchool boy faying his leflon, than a fervid orator per- 
fuading his hearers. His performance is in great danger of ap- 
_ pearing ftiff, formal, artificial, and dead... It may alfo be doubt- 
* ed, whether one extempore preacher in a thoufand has fucceeded 
in preferving fuch an exactnefs of method and manner, fuch variety 
and richnefs of matter, as to command the refpeé or even attention 
of the more underftanding part of his congregation for any length 
of time. Such are popular, a few times, where they are ftrang- 
ers, and /ometimes brilliant at home ; but generally their congre- 
gations are the moft inattentive, carelefs, and drowfy in the 
world. Probably this is not the fruit of any phyfical neceflity ; 
yet, where fo many fail, it is daring to fuppofe, we fhall fucceed. 
What courfe, then, can be adopted? Has no method been dif- 
covered of combining the advantages of the different modes, and 
avoiding their evils ? Let us examine. . Should the preacher 
write his fermon in a large, fair hand; making its fentences 
and words, as well as thoughts, familiar by frequent perufals ; 
then, as he delivered it in public, the firit word would often fuggeft 
the fentence, and enable him to caft his eye on the aflembly ; or 
rather as he addreffed the affembly a glance at his book, as he 
turned from one part to the other, would furnifh him with what 
he had written. Im this way he might be exact, elaborate, and el- 
egant, while in. fome degree he appears ealy and affecting, as an 
extempore {peaker. Perhaps in fome places, where a familiar 
thought occurred. when’ writing, he would only make a character, 
as a Memento,.and in delivery ufe the words of the moment. _ 

Another method, more praéticable, and perhaps as uleful, is, 
her well.digefting the fubjeét in your thoughts, to draught a 
etch or plan of the fermon. Carefully review.it, correc the 
Vol. V. No. 9. . s arrangement, 
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arrangement, and make it as perfec as poflible. After this write 
the intfoduétion with all care ; for the audience in hearing this are 
cool and critical, nor is it fuppofed that any thing glowing would 
here be faid to roufe the paflions. Proceed then in copying the 
plan, noting under each particular the principal paflages of f{crip- 
ture to be introduced as proofs ; write alfo here and there a fen- 
tence or page in your beft manner, where the difcourfe demands 
peculiar precifion or elevation; as you advance, carefully run 
over every thought to be prefented under each particular. Having 
finifhed the fermon in this manner, avoid all converfation, books, 
and thoughts which can for a moment divert your attention ; 
deeply imprefs your heart with the defign by reviewing and re- 
viewing the whole ; fo abforbed in the fubject afcend the pulpit. 
Satisfied with what you have prepared, yet not excluding a better 
thought or expreffion, which may occur, you may addrefs your 
hearers with the accuracy and brilliancy of ftudied compofition ; 
with the eafe, the affection, and warmth of an extemporaneous 
effufion. 

Obdurate is that man, who can clofe his eyes ; forfaken of God 
is that congregation, which remains inattentive, while with thefe 
preparations, and with an heart penetrated with the infinite impor- 
tance of the fubjeé&t, you addrefs to them the gracious words of 
falvation, and warn them to flee from the wrath, coming on the 
wicked. | 

EUSEBIUS. 








: Selections, 


Remarks taken from Prefident Edward’s Thoughts on the Revival in 
1740, re/peGing the great Importance of Miniflers being converted 
Perfons. 

“BUT above all others whatfoever, does ‘it concern us, 
who are minifters, to fee to it that we are partakers of this work, 
‘or that we have experience of the faving operations of the fame 
Spirit, that is now poured out on the land. How forrowful and 
melancholy is the cafe when it is otherwife! For one to ftand at 
the head of a congregation of God’s people, as reprefenting Chrift, 
and {peaking in Fis ftead, and to act. the part of a fhepherd and 
guide to a people in fuch a ftate of things, when many are under 

t awakenings, and many are converted, and many of God’s 
ints are filled with divine light, love and joy, and to undertake 
to inftrué and lead them all under thefe various citcumftances, 
and to be put to it continually te play the hypocrite, and ne 
e 
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the airs of a faint in preaching, and from time to time, in private 
converiation, and particular dealing with fouls; to undertake to 
judge of their circumftances, to try to talk with thofe who come to 
him as if he knew what they faid, to ¢ry to talk with perfons of ex- 
perience, as if he knew how to converfe with them, and had expe- 
rience as well as they ; to make perfons believe that he rejoices 
when others are converted, and to force a pleafed and joyful cour. 
tenance, and manner of {peech, when there is nothing in the heart, 
what forrowful work is here ! Oh! how miferably muft fuch a 
perfon feel ! What a wretched bondage and flavery is this! What 
pains, and how much art muft fuch a minifter ufe to conceal him- 
felf! And how weak are his hands! Befides the infinite provo- 
cation of the Moft High God, and difpleafure of his Lord and 
Matter, that he incurs by continuing a fecret enemy to him in his 
heart, in fuch circumftances ! 

“ T think there is a great deal of reafon from the fcripture, to 
conclude that no fort of men in the world will be fo low in hell 
as ungodly minifters, Every thing that is {poken of, in {cripture, 
as that which aggravates guilt, and heightens divine wrath, meets 
inthem. And what great difadvantages are unconverted minif- 
ters under, to oppofe any irregularities, or imprudences, or intem- 
perate zeal, that they may fee in thofe that are the children of 
God, when they are confcious to themfelves that they have no 
zeal at all! If enthufiafm and wildnefs come in like a flood, 
what poor, weak inflruments are fuch minifters to withftand it! 
With what courage can they open their mouths when they look 
inward, and confider how it is with them!” 


ON ZEAL AND RESOLUTION IN MINISTERS. 


“TWO things that are exceeding needful in minifters, as they 
would do any great matters to advance the kingdom of Chrift, are 
zealand refolutton. The influence and power of thefe things to 
bring to pafs great effects are greater than can well be imagined. 
A man of but an ordinary capacity will do more with them, 
than one of ten times the parts and learning withoutthem. More 
may be done with them in a few weeks than can be done without 
them in many years. ‘Thofe that are poflefled of thefe qualities 
commonly carry the day in almoft all affairs. Moft of the great 
things that have been done in the world of mankind, the great 
revolutions that have been accomplifhed in the kingdoms and 
empires of the earth have been chiefly owing to thefe things. 
The very fight and appearance of a thoroughly engaged {pirit, 
together with a fearlefs courage, and unfhaken refolution in any 

rfon that has undertaken to manage any affair amongft man- 

ind, goes a great way towards accompliflung the effect aimed at. 
It is evident that the appearance of thefe things in serve re 


* So also in modern devastators. 
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did three times as much towards his conquering the world, as all 
the blows that he ftruck. And the great things that Mr. White- 


field has done every where, as he has run through the. Britifh do- 


minions, fo far as they are owing to means, are very much to be 
afcribed to the appearance of thefe things, which he is eminently 
poffefled of. When the people fee thefe things in a perfon, and to 
a great degree, the appearance awes them and has a commanding 
influence upon their minds. It feems to them that they mutt 
yield. They naturally fall before them without ftanding to con- 
teft or difpute the matter. They are conquered, as it were, by 
furprife. But while we are cold and heartlefs, and only go on in 
a dull manner, in an old formal round, we fhall never do any 
great matters. ‘The appearance of fuch coldnefs.and irrefolution 


will not fo much as make perfons think of yielding. The appear- 


ance of {uch indifference and cowardice does, as it were, provoke 
oppofition. Our mifery is want of zeal and courage ; for not on- 
ly through want of them does all fail that we feem to attempt, 
but it prevents our attempting to do any thing remarkable for 
the kingdom of Chrift. Hence, oftentimes it has been, that when 
any thing very confiderable that is new is propofed to be done 
for the advancement of religion or the public good, many difficul- 
ties are found out, that are in the way, and a great many objec- 
tions are ftarted, and it may be it is put off from one to another, 
but nobody does any thing. After this manner good defigns 
have oftentimes failed, and have funk as foon as propofed. 
Whereas if we had but Mr. Whitefield’s zeal and courage, what 
could we not do with fuch a blefling as we might expe@?. We 
have many minifters in the land that do not want for abilities. 
They are perfons of bright parts and learning. They fhould con- 
fider how much is expected and will be required of them by their 
Lord and Maiter, and how much they might do for Chrift, and 
what great honour, and how glorious a reward they might receive, 
if they had in their hearts a heavenly warmth and divine heat 
proportionable to their light.” 


ON COLLEGES. ; | 

« AND though it may be thought, that I go out of my prop-_ 
er {phere, to intermeddle in the affairs of the colleges, yet I will 
take the liberty of an Englifhman, and of a minifter of Chrift, who 
doubtlefs may fpeak his mind freely about the things that concern 
his kingdom; to give my opinion in fome things with refpeéct to 
thofe focieties, the original and main defign of which is to train up 
perfons and fit them for the work of the miniftry.* And I would 
| fay 
* How shockingly is this design perverted in some of these institutions 


at the present day ! “It is hoped these free, but most important remarks 
will fall under the eyes of some of the managers of these institutions. 
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fay in general that it appears to me that care ought to be taken 
that thefe focieties fhould be fo regulated, that they fhould in faé@ 
be nurieries of piety. _Otherwife they are fundamentally ruined 
and undone as to their main defign, and moft effential end.* The 
ought to be fo conftituted that vice and idlenefs thall have no 
living there. They are intolerable in focieties whofe main defign 
is, to train up youth in Chriftian knowledge, and eminent piety, to 
fit them to be paftors of theflock of the blefled Jefus. It feems 
to me to bea reproach to the land, that ever it fhould be fo with 
our colleges, that inftead of being places of the gréateft advan- | 
tage for true piety, one cannot fend a child thither, without great 
danger of his being infected as to his morals, as it has fometimes 
beén with thefe focieties. It is perfectly intolerable, and any thing 
fhould be done rather than ‘to have it fo. If we pretend to have 
any colleges at all, under any notion of training up youth for the 
miniftry, there fhould be fome way found out that fhould certain- 
ly prevent its being thus. ‘To have focieties for.bringing up per- 
fons to be ambafladors of Jefus Chrift, and to lead fouls to heav- 
en, and to have them places of fuch infection, is the greateft non- 
fenfe and abfurdity imaginable. And as thorough and effectual 
care fhould be taken that vice and idlenefs be not tolerated in thefe 
focieties, fo certainly the defign of them requires that extraordina- 
ry means fhould be ufed in them for training up the ftudents in 
vital religion, and experimental and practical godlinefs ; fo that 
they fhould be holy focieties. The very place fhould be as it were 
facred. Colleges fhould be in the midét of the land, fountains of 
piety and holinefs.” P 


MAN’s IMMORTALITY. 


MAN ought to be excited to great and generous actions by 
a fenfe of his immortality, and the experience he has of his fupe- 
riority to the reft. of this lower creation. 
~ * Never forget, O man, that theu art appointed to immortality. 
This confideration muft often ftrike thee, both in the tumult df 
fociety, and the filence of folitude ; in the midft of thy pleafures, 
and im the midft of thy bufinefs muft call out to thee With 
a piercing voice: Let not thy heart be attached to things which 
thou mutt certainly lofe, which thou probably mutt Jeave fo foon ! 
Treat not with indifference things which have, and which will 
have fuch great and everlafting influence on thy future concerns. 
Confine not thy defires, thy hopes, thy endeavours to tranfient mo- 
ments, when thou fee{t an eternity before thee. Negleé not for the 
affairs.and diftractions of this fhort and uncertain life on earth, the 
far more weighty concerns of thy fpirit, which {hall live forever. Let 
“ | | ! the 
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the profpect into futurity, be the rule of thy judgment on the pref- 
ent, and thy behaviour towards it. Bear and-+forbear as one 
whom no forrows and fufferings upon earth can entirely overwhelm, 
whom nothing can deprive of his high deftination. Give, and 
lofe, and facrifice, as one whofe riches are inexhauftible, whofe hap- 
pinefs is indeftructible. Enjoy every delight as one who expects 
far purer pleafure, far nobler joys. Conttantly choofe, and do 


‘that which thou wilt never rue, which will exhilerate thee forever. 


So will the nobility, the majefty of an immortal being be refplen- 
dent in thee, in all thy thoughts, in all thy deeds, in fuffer- 
—— in enjoying, and give a value to thy life which nothing 
elfe can give. Reverence thy fpirit, by which thou art not only 
related to angels, but art the offspring of God. Beware of every 
error and of every fin; for error and fin remove thee from God, 
and make thee incapable of communion with him. Beware of 
every thing that is contrary to the mind of Jefus, that pattern of 
moral dignity, that perfe& image of the Father. Rather feek thy 
whole glory in willing as God wills, in being fo minded as Jefus 
was, in acting as thou feeft God aé@, and in walking as Jefus alfo 
walked. So wilt thou render thyfelf ever more capable, and 
worthy of being called, in the higheft fenfe of the word, a fon, a 
daughter of God, the honour of being a brother, a fifter of Jedus, 
the firft-born of the Father. : 

Art thou the principal, the chief inhabitant of the earth, then 
rule and govern, O man, in the name of thy great Superior. And 


_ if thou.wilt maintain the dignity of God’s Vicegerent in this prov- 


ince of his dominion, then rule and govern with gentlenefs and 
wifdom. Be not the tyrant, be the guardian, the protector, the 
leader of all inferior creatures; drive them not from thee, but 
approach them with complacency, with compaflion, with fuccour. 
Slay and deftroy. them not without neceflity;; -and when thou 
haft need of them, when thou canft not even fpare their lives, at 
leat forbear to multiply their fufferings, and to augment their 
pain ; torment them not to prolonz thy favage pleafure, or to grat- 
ify thy faftidious appetite. Do not defolate and ravage the earth 
which thou art to improve and adorn. Spread not death and 
deftruiGtion, but life and joy around thee. Be principally the 
benefa&or of thy brethren, of whatever nation, of whatever con- 
dition they may be. Defpife none, injure none. Let none feel 
thy power or thy preeminence, but as the tokens of thy benefi- 
cence. Refufe to none that aid which thou art able to afford. 
Hinder no man in his endeavours after perfedfion. And let the 
pofieflions, the liberty, the privileges, the comforts of every man 
be facred to thee. | 

_Art thou the prieft of nature, and wouldeft thou maintain this 
dignity, then be not infenfible to the wonders of almighty wifdom 
and goodnefs which furround thee on all fides. Hearken to the 
voice 
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voice of nature; take up her fong of praife ; participate in the 
joy of every living thing ; and let thy heart feel, and thy tongue 
exprefs, what inferior beings can neither exprefs nor feel, and offer 
up thankfgivings and praife, in the name of all, to Him who made 
thee and them, who hath exalted thee fo highly above them, and 
to whom alone all glory and praife are due forever.” 


I 


DIVINE PROVIDENCE, 
“CHRISTIANITY places the doétrine of the divine providence 


in the cleareft light. It proclaims to us the conftant prefence of 
God with all things, his fupreme infpection over all, his influence 
in all, and promifes us his particular affiftance as often as we 
have occafion for it, and humbly feek it. By this doétrine all 
that a man does, and all that befals him in this world, wears an- 
other afpe&, and becomes of more importance than it otherwife 
would. This doétrine fpreads the cleareft light on every thing 
that would otherwife be myfterious in the condition of man. 
With what ferenity, what courage, what confidence muft not this 
doGrine infpire him? What defign, what order, what confiltency do 
not now appear, where all before feemed confufion and open ftrife ? 
The Chriftian, refting on the abundant evidence which fupports 
this doétrine, may hold this language to himfelf: God, the om- 
nifcient, the all bountiful, rules my lot, and the lot of all mankind. 
He comprehends all, overfees all, direéts all, the {mall as well as 
the great, the evil as well as the good ; in his hand are all ani- 
mate and inanimate creatures, all caufes and powers, and without 
his will no atom can change its place, no_ hair fall off from my 
head, no man do me harm, no. lofs or misfortune attend me; and 
all that he ordains is certainly the beft. He fees as in the clear- 
eft light, where profound darknefs encompafles me ; he provides 
for me, and makes that to be the means to my perfection and 
happinefs, which I thought calamity and diftrefs. He, the Al- 
mighty, is conftantly nigh to me with his help, is acquainted with 
all my wants, hears all my fighs, manifefts his ftrength in my weak- 
nefs, guides me by his Spirit, executes his decrees by me, and is 
ever ready to do more for me than I am able to underitand or afk. 
His judgment is ever pure righteoufnefs and truth, his approba- 
tion is ever firm to the fincere, and his approbation is of infinitely 
more value than all the applaufe of the world, than all the pof- 
feflions and glories of the earth. How ftrong mutt 4e not feel him- 
felf, who realizes and relies upon fuch a Providence! What good 
actions will he not find power and refolution to do under the eye of 
his Father and Judge! How generoufly, how greatly will he not 
think and aét, even in the abfence of all human witneffes, “so 
deftitute 
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deftitute of all human approbation,. and even amidft the ingrati- 
tude of the world! How undifmayed will he not behold the 
revolutions that take place among mankind! With what tranquilli- 
ty will he lift up his eyes to God, as the kind and wife Ruler and 
Father of himéelf and the whole creation !’ | 


-_—_——ED - © aa — 


ON THE TRANSFORMATION OF THE BODY AT 
THE RESURRECTION. 


* "THE trumpet fhall found, and the dead fhall be raifed in- 
corruptible, and we {hall be changed.”” ‘To this change it is im- 
poflible for the thoughts of the believer too frequently to advert.’ 
In proportion to the attention we give the fubjec will our minds 
be ftruck with a view of its grandeur and importance. Defirous 
of becoming increafingly acquainted with every dottrine of divine 
truth ; of obtaining more expanded, more diftin& views. of what 
we feel and acknowledge to be of fupreme importance, we rejoice 
that we have the {criptures to guide us in all our inquiries, which 
never fail to give to the humble and inquiring mind all the 
information it can defire, all that is neceflary for {piritualimprove- 
ment and education. | 

The gofpel of Chrift opens a new world, it draws afide the cur- 
tain of futurity, and we are ftruck witha difclofure of the great 
realities of the other world. Life and immortality are brought 
to light by the gofpel. The refurreétion of the dead, independent 
of the wonderful circumftances with which it is conneéted, is an 
event wonderfully ftrange : the bare idea is enough to overwhelm 
the human mind. But what are thofe circumitances conneéted 
with it ? Behold! he, who is the re{urreétion and the life, whofe 
voicedhall awake the fleeping dead, and raife them from their beds 
of death, in which for ages they have refted—he will effect a 
change in their bodies, glorious beyond all defcription, beyond the 
utmott ftretch of conception. Not by any long-laboured procefs, 
but in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye ! 7 

Does the Chriftian afk, What, then, fhall our bodies be like ? 
Paul-anfwers the queftion, Phil. iii. 21. Who fhall-change thefe 


vile bodies, and make them /ike unto his-own glorious bady. . Like 
unto his own glorious body! What Chriftian can read thefe words 
without being filled with furprife and admiring gratitude ! If we. 


turn to the account given us of our Lord’s transfiguration, Matt. 
xvii. we fhall find ourfelves not left to uncertain conjecture, as to his 
glorious body, what now it is, and what our bodies hereafter fhall 
be. Is it not probable, that the transfiguration was defigned, 
at leaft in part, to give a reprefentation of Jefus in his glorified 
ftate ? His face did fhine as the fun, and his raiment was .white 

as 
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as the light. Now, it is afferted by the apoftle, that the bodies of 
the faints thall be made like untv his: and is it poflible that thefe 
bodies of our humiliation fhould become fo glorious ? Let the 
voice of rejoicing be heard in the tabernacle of the righteous, for it 
fhall be fo, our God hath fpoken it. Now, indeed, we are reminded, 
by every circumftance conneGed with our prefent ftate of exiltence, 
that thefe bodies which we inhabit are vile bodies, ina lamentable 
ftate of degradation. How frequently is the body the fubject of 
long and watting difeafe, of excruciating pains ! How often does 
it prove a clog to the foul, damping the ardour of its devotions, 
retarding its progrefs, and checking its flight toward heaven ! 
How much is it the feat of vile paflions and unhallowed propen- 
fities ! often fadly deformed, ealily fhattered and broken down, 
carrying along with it principles of diffolution, which bring it to 
difhonourable corruption in the grave, there to be infulted, as it 
were, by the meaneft reptiles that crawl! Did our profpect here 
terminate, nothing could be more gloomy ! But we look forward : 
thefe bodies thal] be changed; thele bodies, which fin has robbed 
of all honour, and clothed with every badge of difgrace; thefe bodies 
fhall be made like unto Chrift’s glorious body. 

Struck with a view of the greatnefs of the change, the difficulties 
that ftand in the way, perhaps the Chriftian is ready to afk, How 
can it be accomplifhed? State your difficulties, and let us fee if 
they will not all vanifh before what the fcriptures fay upon this 
point. ‘The dif{memberment of the component parts of the body, 
its particles, it may be, are difperfed into every quarver of the globe. 
Intermixed with, and forming a part of other bodies, how is it 
poflible for all the particles that belong to that body, to be colleé- 
ed and united? Do you believe, that with God all things are poflible? 
Then recolle&, that what is impoflible with men, is not fo with 
him. And if he was able at firft, from the duft of the earth, to 
form bodies {fo {trangely, fo wonderfully, fo exquifitely conftructed, 
as ours are, he will find no difficulty in colle@ing and uniting their 
component parts in that day of which we {fpeak. Butit may be 
added, the body, while in the grave, feems under the total dominion 
of death, and is in that ftate which bears evident marks, of being a 
ftate of punifhment; for by fin, death entered into the world. 
How then fhall it be delivered ? This difficulty difappears, when the 
obedience and death of Jefus, with his glorious refurreétion, as the 
furety and reprefentative of his people, is taken into. confideration. 
He rofe as the firft fruits: Death could not detain our glorious 
Head within his dominions, nor {hall he be able to hold in fubjee- 
tion, beyond the appointed moment, one of his members. They 
are already rifen reprefentatively : 


And as the Lord our Saviour rose, 
So ali h's followers must. 
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Is it ftill tated, as a difficulty, that the change is fo extraordi- 
narily great, as almoft to ftagger belief? Yes ; it is indeed great, 
and greater ftill than we can even imagine. If the feriptures did 
not prefent us with an Agent who, we are convinced,is more than 
adequate to the production of this change, the accomplifhment of 
it might be difputed. But there can be no difpute; and every 
difficulty ought to be obviated, on hearing an apoftle ufe this 
language, when fpeaking on this fublime and deeply interefting 
fubje& + * According to the working, whereby he is able, even to 
fubdue all things unto himfelf.”’” More than this, the believer 
cannot defire. This anfwers every queftion, and fully fatisfies 
his mind. Our Jefus is almighty. What enemy is he unable to 
fubdue ? Already he has bruifed Satan’s head; already he has ob- 
- tained a fignal victory over death, and, ere long, he will be its final 
deftructian. Shouts’ of victory thalliffue fromthe lips of millions upon 
millions! The faints fhall rife and fhine: fhine with aluftre beyond the 
{plendour of the fiun’s meridian blaze, and fhall have dominion! Let 
the poor body; then, be fown in corruption; it fhall be raifed in 
incorruption ; fown in difhonour, it fhall be raifed in glory ; fown in 
weaknefs, it fhall be raifedin power ; fown:a natural body, it fhall 
be raifed a fpiritual body. Such fhall thefe bodies of our humilia- 
tion then be, incorruptible, glorious, powerful, and {fpiritual 
bodies ! 

The fubje& will produce a train of important thoughts in the be- 
lieving mind: nor will he fail practically to improve it: he wil 
‘feel the fubje& operate as a ftimulus to increafing purity of heart, 
for- he that hath this hope in him, -purifieth himfelf ; will feek, 
under the influences of almighty grace, to become increafingly 
holy. Under all his pains, afflictions, weaknefles, and temptations, 
he will draw ftrong confolation from a profpect of this glorious 
transformation, when he fhall be invaded by pains, afflictions, and 
temptations no more ! when he fhall be what he could wifh, and 
have what he-could with, be like, and be with him forever. By 
dwelling much upon the fubjeét, he will find it alfo to operate in 
difarming ‘death of many of its terrors, and fortifying his mind a- 
gaint its appreach. | 


‘* Break sacred morning through the skies, 
Bring that delightful, dreadful day; 

Cut short the hours, dear Juord, and come ; 

.. Thy ling’ring wheels, how long they stay !” 


[ Ev. Mag. 


PROPHECYINGS. 
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PROPHECYINGS. 
Meffrs. Enitors, | 
In the reign of Queen Elizabeth there were public Theological Exeretfes, 
called Prophecyings, which appear, in a religious view, to have con- 
tributed greatly t the information of the minds of both miniflers and 
people. ds the account given of them by Lord Bacon may prove new 
and interefling to fome of your readers, I have verbally copied it. 


“ THE minifters within a certain diftrict did meet upon a week 
day, in fome principal town, where there was fome grave, ancient 
minifter, who was prefident, and an auditory admitted of gentle- 
men, or other perfons of leifure. Then every minifter, fucceffive- 
ly, beginning with the youngeft, did handle one and the fame part 
of feripture, {pending feverally fome quarter of an hour, or bet- 
ter, and in the whole, fome two hours: and fo the exercifes being 
begun and concludéd with prayer, and the prefident giving a text 
for the next meeting, the aflembly was diflolved ; and this was, as 
I take it, a fortnight’s exercife, which, in my opinion, was the beft 
way. to frame and train up preachers to handle the word of God, 
as it ought to be’handled, that hath been practifed. For we fee 
orators have their declamations, lawyers have their moots, logi- 
cians their fophifms, and every practice of {cience hath an exercife 
of erudition and initiation, before men come to the life; only 
preaching, which is the worthieft, and wherein it is moft danger- 
ous to do amifs;‘wantetli, arid. is ventured, and is ruthed upon at 
the firit.”” 

The good archbifhop Grindal was fequeftered from his office, 
and confined to his houfé, by an order of the court of Star-cham- 
ber, for refufing to fupprefs them. [£van. Mag. 


A WEEK WELL SPENT. 


By Dr. 'C. Mather, of, Boston, in New England. 


“I , was conftantly one of the firft thoughts in a morning of this 
very. fuccefsful minifter,* ‘“ What good may I do to-day?’ He 
refolved this queftion into the following particulars : 

4, (His. queftion for the Lord’s day morning conftantly was, 
“ What fhall I do, as a paftor of a church, for the good of the flock 


under my page: ca" si 
91 For, Monday, “ What fhall I do for the good of my own 


family?” al 
| 3. For 


=" the first year of his ministry (though only about 18 years of age) he 
meu dOF to belieye he was made the instrument of converting at least 30 


souls; 


: * 
eh 
7 
t4 
a 
ie 
: 


re ee 
i ee ae 


- 
et pes 
— _z ons 














348 Importance of. Tra Societies. [Feb. 

3. For Tuefday, “ What good fhall I do for my relations a- 
broad 2’ Sometimes he changed it for another, namely, “ What 
good thall I do to my enemies? And how thall ;L- overcome evil 
with good ?” 

4. For Wednefday, “ What fhall I do forthe churches of the Lord, 
and the more general interelts of religion in the world ?”’ 

5. For Thurfday, “ What good may I do in the feveral focie- 
ties to which I am related 2’ 

6. For Friday,‘ What {pecial fubjedts of : afflition, and objects of 
compaflion, may I take under my particular care? And what 
fhall 1 do for them ?” 

7- For Saturday,“ What more have. I:to do for the intereft of 
God in my own heart and life ?” 7 [£v. Mag. 





een + 2: 
IMPORTANCE OF TRACT SOCIETIES. 


Meffrs. Ek itors, 

AMONG the numerous inftitutions for which our country is 
diflinguifhed, ‘he Religious Tra& Societies are very impor- 
tant. Mr. Bogue, in an excellent fermon ‘preached before one 
of thofe focieties, remarks, that *“ the diflemimation of divine 
truth in the world occupies a far higher rank among Chriltian 
duties than one in a thoufand has yet afligned it, and that a far 
larger portion of our thoughts, time, and talents fhould be occupi- 
ed in its difcharge.”’ 

Multitudes of profeffing Chriftians have iately.felt the weight 
of this obfervation. Much good has been done by the circulation 
of Religious Tracts. Many inftances of their great utility have 
been related ; and many others will probably remain untold un- 
til that important period, when the gracious difpenfations of God 
fhall be fully illuftrated. But, are the efforts which have been 
made for the diffufion of divine truth at all adequate to the import- 
ance of the defign? May not fome means be adopted for a more 
general diftribution of thefe publications ? 

It has very forcibly ftruck my mind, that if afociety were form- 
ed in every congregation of perfons who would fubfcribe a penny, 
twopence, or more, per week, according to their ability, for the 
purchafe of Religious Traéts, the annual amount would be con- 
fiderable ; and, by a careful diftribution of the traés purchafed 
in the neighbourhood where they refide, vice might receive a 
powerful check ; the truth as it isin Jefus be advanced’; ‘and 
thoufands of precious fouls converted from the error of their ways. 

Lam happy to fay, that fome young men in the village of 
are about to eflablifh fuchafociety. 1 remain, Sir, yours, &c. 

: [E£v. Mag. 
RELIGIOUS 
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Extracts from the Third Report of the Committée of the British and Foreign 
, Bible Society. 


Your committee, in presenting to 
the Society the Report of their pro- 
ceedings, will endeavour to furnish a 
comprehensive, rather than a detailed 
view of the several objects which have 
engaged their attention, during this 
third year of the Society's existence. 

Notwithstanding the counteraction 
occasioned by the war, the impulse 
given by this Society to religious 
associations and individuals on the 
continent still continues to produce a 
most pleasing effect. The circulation 
of the German New Testament, print- 
ed by the Bible Society at Nuremberg, 
is very extensive : a considerable num- 
ber of copies has been sent to Pro- 
testant congregations through various 
parts of the Austrian dominions. 

From the peculiar facilities afforded 
by the city of Basle for promoting the 
object of the Association, the German 
Bible Society has transferred the cen- 
tre of its operations trom Nuremberg 
to that city. A committee has been 
constituted there ; and their attention 
has been particularly directed to pro- 
vide a cheap edition of the whole Bible. 
This Society has, therefore, resolved 
to present them with the sum of 300/, in 
addition to a former donation of 2002. 
By this opportune aid, 250,000 Ger. 
man Bibles may be successively fur- 
nished at a very cheap rate, for the 
benefit of present and future genera- 
tions. 

The Religious Society at ‘Basle 
have purchased 1500 copies of the 
French Protestant Bible, partly by 
their own funds, and partly by the 
100/. remitted from this Society ; 
several hundred copies of which have 
been distributed in Lausanne, Mont- 
mirail, Besancon, Strasburgh, &c. &c. 

The proceedings of the Bible Socie- 
ty at Berlin have been unavoidably 
relaxed by the war, but they have 
not been entirely suspended ; on the 


contrafy, the Prussian Bible Society 
has actually proceeded in printing a 
Bohemian Bible ; and have advanced 
in this undertaking as far as the 
Psalms. 

A Prussian officer having been ap- 
prized that 3,000 copies of the Bohe- 
mian New Testament remained for 
sale in the Hallish Bible Institution, 
purchased them at his own expense, 
and transmitted them to Bohemia for 
gratuitous distribution. 

In consequence of information from 
the Rev. Mr. Glogau, of Koennings- 
berg, that the inhabitants of Lithua- 
nia were in great want of Bibles, your 
committee expressed their willingness 
to afford the aid of this Society in 
printing a new impression of a Lithu- 
anian Bible, if undertaken by a re- 
spectable printer in Koenningsberg. 

A correspondence has been entered 
into with some Protestant clergymen, 
in Petersburg, for the purpose of as- 
certaining the religious state of the 
Russian Protestant provinces, and 
accompanied by a promise that, if it 
should be found practicable to estab- 
lish a Bible Society for Livonia, Fin- 
land, &c. your committee would af- 
ford them assistance. 

The attention of your committee 
has also been attracted by information 
of the great want of Bibles among the 
Russians in general; and they have 
adopted such measures as will, they 
trust, indue time, enable them to de- 
cide how far it may be in their power 
to supply the deficiency. 

In consequence of an application 
for Bibles to be distributed among the 
German colonies near the Wolga, in- 
structions have been given to Dr, 
Knappe, at Halle, to send 400 Bibles, 
and 200 Testaments from the Bible 
Institution of that place, for their ac- 
commodation. | 

In 
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In the course of their correspond- 
énce, your committee received infor. 
mation of the extreme scarcity of 
Bibles in Iceland ; and, at the same 
time, that a Society of Clergymen, of 


Fubnen, in Denmark, with a view ‘to. 


supply this deficiency, has resolved 
to print an edition. of 2000 copies of 
the New Testament in the Icelandic 
dialect. The inhabitants of this re- 
mete isiand are supposed to amount 
to nearly 50,000, and their habits are 
such as to justify the most reasonable 
expectations, that the liberality of the 
Society could never be bestowed on 
objects more worthy of it, or witha 
fairer prospect of beneficial effect. 
Your committee were, therefore, hap- 
py to embrace such an opportunity, by 
furnishing funds for increasing the 
proposed edition of the Icelandic New 
Testamentto 5000 copies ; they have, 
likewise, expressed their readitiess to 
assist the printing of the whole Ice- 
landic Bible. , 

Your committee, reverting to the 
notice in their last report, that, under 
the auspices of the college, at Fort 
William, in Bengal, the Scriptures 
were in a course of translation into the 
languages of almost the whole conti- 
nent of Oriental India, and having re- 
ceived informatiun that the assistance 
of this Society. would, greatly contri- 
bute to forward this laudable under- 
taking, resolyed, to place the sum of 
1000/.. at the disposal of the Calcutta 
corresponding committee. 

A proposal having beef made from 
the Edinburgh Missionary Society, 


to assist them in procuring Arabic . 


types_and paper for printing an edition 
of the Wepy Testament in the Turkish 
language, under the direction of Mr. 
Brutiton, .at Karass, the committee 
have,resalved tosupply a fount of Ara- 
bic types to be cast, and also paper 
sufficient for 5000 copies. 

It is with real satisfaction they are 
enabled to state that the British sol- 
diers at the Cape of.Gcod Hope, thie 
inhabitants of Newfoundland, Halifax, 
and Nova Scotia ;. the settlers at Van 


Nieman’s, Land, the French at St. 
Domingo, the Spaniards at Buenos 


Ayres, the colonists of New South 


Wales, and some of the distressed 
Protestants in Mecklenberg, 


have 
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been, or arein acourse of being sup- 


plied by the funds of this Socicty, in a 


greater or less degree, with the means 
of spiritual knowledge intheir respec- 
tive languages. Your committee had 
themselves with the means 
of doing this kindness to the Spaniards 
in South America, by the 2000 copies 
of the Spanish New Testament, and 
a further impression of 3000 copies is 
nearly finished. 

The printing an edition of the scrip- 
tures in the Calmuc and Arabic dia- 
lects is under consideration. 

It now remains for your committee 
to report their transactions for pro- 
moting the object of the Society with- 
in the United Kingdom ; and here 
they have the sincere gratification to 
state, that its importance, so far from 
being diminished in the public esti- 
mation, ‘appears to increase in mag- 
nitude, and to attract proportionate 
encouragement. 

The Welch and Gaclic Bibles are 
in a very advanced state of progress, 
and will be completed with all due 
expedition. Various editions of the 
New Testament in English, and one 
of the entire Bible, have also been 
printed at the expense of the Society, 
in’a manner which your Committee 
trust will be deemed satisfactory. 

Every exertion has been made by 
the University of Cambridge, for ex- 
pediting the performance of its en- 
gagements with the Socicty ; and as 
an additional number of printing 
presses are now employed, your com- 
mittee hope that all impediments to 
the efforts of the Society, in provid- 
ing a sufficient supply of Bibles and 
Testaments, will now be removed. 

The Association at Dublin, “ for 
discountenancing Vice,” &c. and the 
Bible Society at the same place, have 
been accommodated with Bibles and 
Testaments to the extent of their re- 
spective applications. 

2000 Testaments have also been 
consigned to the care of a clergyman 
in the south of Ireland, to be disposed 
of at a price subject to his discretion. 
A, gentleman in the north of the same 
kingdom has been furnished with 
1060 copies at half the original cost, 
for distribution among the poor ; and 


an equal number, on the same terms, 
has 








1808. | 


has been voted for the use of Sunday 
Schools in that country. 

Your committee have had the,grat- 
ification to furnish copies of the New 
Testament to the convicts at Wool- 
wich, the prisoners in Newgate, ke. ; 
the German soldiers and seamen at 
Margate, Gosport, Guildford, Dublin, 
&c. It appears 2410 French prison- 
ers, out of 5178, and 800 Spanish 
prisoners, out of 1700 at Plymouth, 
were capable of reading the New 
Testament in their respective lan- 
guages, and were desirous of doin 
it. They have been supplied by this 
Society. The anxiety of the Spanish 
prisoners exceeded all conception ; 
many sought them with tears; and 
although the nuniber allotted was 
nearly enough for all, they could 
scarcely be pacified until their wants 
were individually gratified.. The 
New Testaments also, which were 
voted to the convicts at Woolwich, 
were most cordially received. To 
each mess a Testament has _ been 
allotted. 

For the benefit of the poor Welch, 
residing in England, it has aiso been 
resolved to allow Welch ministers, 
who are not subscribers to the Insti- 
tution to purchase Welsh editions of 
the scriptures, at reduced prices, for 
their respective congregations. 

The Association for aiding the 
funds of the Institution by small sub- 
scriptions is permitted to purchase 
Bibles and Testaments at the reduc- 
ed prices. It has also been deter- 
mined to furnish supplies of Bibles 
and Testaments, at the cost prices, 
to the Naval and Military Bible So- 
ciety. 

The committee have taken the 
subject of printing the scriptures in 
the Irish language into reconsidera- 
tion; and they are employed in pro- 
curing the means of deciding on a 
cone of so much moment to the 

iffusion of religious knowledge in 
Ireland. 

To enlarge on the benefits which 
may result from this Institution must 
be superfluous to those who feel how 
much the happiness of individuals, 
and the prosperity of nations, depend 
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upon their observance of the doctrines 
contained in the holy scriptures, and 
their still greater,importance with re- 
spect to the eternal happiness or mis- 
ery of mankind. But it must bea 

ratification to the Soci¢ty to mark, 
in the recital which has been submit- 
ted to them, the successful progress 
of the Institution towards the attain- 
ment of its object, and the prospect of 
future utility gradually opening in 
magnitude and extent. 

Whether the sphere of its opera- 
tions be measured from north to 
south, from Iceland to the Cape of 
Good Hope; or from ecastto west, 
from Hindostan to Buenos Ayres, the 
range is immense ; and your com- 
mittee are fully justified in repeating 
an assertion in their last Report, 
‘*‘ That they see no other limits to the 
beneficial operation of the Institution 
than that which.its funds may pre- 
scribe ;” because they are so well 
able to shew the progress of its veri- 
fication. 

‘ There remains one quarter of the 
globe, to the native inhabitants of 
which the assistance of the Society 
has not yet been extended. Your 
committee allude to Africa; the na- 
tives of which having now. been reliev- 
ed, by the Legislature of this country, 
from the bitterest afflictions that ever 
desolated the human race, may be bet- 
ter disposed to respect those doctrines, 
which inculcate the love of God and 
man, since the proof lately furnished 
of the influence which they exercise 
over the principles of those who pro- 
fess them. The facts now submitted 
to the General Meeting supply the 
best recommendation for the continu- 
ancé and increase of that support 
which has enabled this Society to be 
so extensively useful. In the confi- 
dence authorised by this remark, 
your committee will conclude their 
Report, with indulging the animating 
hope, that, by the progressive efforts 
of the Society in circulating the Holy 
Scripturés, ‘‘ the earth shall be filled 
with the knowledge of the glory of 
the Lord, as the waters cover the 
sea.” [ Ev. Mag. 
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 
SOUTH AFRICA. 


EXTRACT FROM THE JOURNAL OF 
DR. VANDERKEMP, MR. READ, &c. 


Some of the Hottentot converts 
have displayed much zeal in behalf of 
their countrymen. Brother Hend- 
rick Boezak went toa kraal of Kong’s 
Caffres; to whom he preached the 
gospel, and was abundantly rewarded 
by the conversion of a man called Poja, 
a woman, and a girl. In another 
excursion through the colony, his la- 
bours were likewise blessed to several 
individuals of the Hottentot nation. 

Brother Alexander, a native of 
Malabar, and slave of Mrs. Smith, 
who, according to the Rules of our 
Institution, was not permitted to re- 
side here, but by accident was de- 
tained at this place, was likewise a 
blessed instrument in the hand of 
God among our people, being instant 
in season and out of season, in exhort- 
ing, instructing, and reproving, with 
an indefatigable assiduity. 

Not less conspicuous were the la- 
bours of Jakob, a young Hottentot, 
who being of an indolent temper, and 
slow understanding, during his stay 
with us, scarcely attracted our atten- 
tion; but having cliosen the kraal of 
David Steiurman for his abode, the 
latent spark of spiritual life, kindled 
in his breast at Bethelsdorp, began to 
shine forth with an uncommon lustre, 
and broke out into a lucid flame, 
which set almost’ the whole kraal on 
fire. From David Steiurman he went 
to the place of William Welgemoed ; 
from that to another; and in both 
his zeal was crowned with similar 
success. Some of our brethren in 
those kraals were struck with the 
fervour and spirituality prevailing in 
the conversation and conduct of these 
new converts. | 

The progress of the conversion 
of dead sinners has been this vear 
less rapid, and less conspicuous for a 

‘great part. We can, however, with 
thanksgiving, enumerate ten, who 
have been baptised, viz. one brother, 
nine sisters, and fourteen children. 
There are besides those, several 
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whose conversion seems sincere, who 
are :ot baptised, from an ill-founded 
scrupulosity respecting the use of 
that sacrament, to which they fear 
they have no right, so long as they 
entertain any doubts about the sin- 
cerity of their faith in Christ; evi- 
dencing thereby, that they are more 
anxious about the gift of faith than 
about Christ himself. 

The rage and hatred of the Chris- 
tians (as they call themselves) of this 
country in general, and in particular 
those in our neighbourhood, seems 
rather to be exasperated than to sub- 
side. It was long intolerable for them 
to see the mercies of grace poured 
out upon the heathen; but to see its 
almighty power glorified among their 
own race, drives them almost to mad- 
ness and despair. O yes! glory to 
God, one of their own women, the 
wife of a farmer, of a respectable 
family, and much respected among 
her country-people, is the first fruit of 
Christ’s victory over this perverse 
generation, in the district of Algoa 
Bay. Her conversion was striking, 
and signalised by: her conduct to- 
wards our Hottentots. She received 
them with aflection in her house, at 
her table, and sat down at their fect 
to hear the words of life out of their 
mouths. She afterwards came to us, 
and assisted in our assemblies ; where 
the gospel she heard, and her con- 
versation with Sisters Smith, was 
blessed to her soul. As she possess- 
ed no Bible, Brother Vanderkemp 
gave her a New Testament, the 
contents of which were sweeter to 
her soul than honey ! 

It is customary with us, that the 
unbaptised are dismissed from our 
meetings by the deacon, when the 
Lord’s supper is to administered ; 
and she was very much affected when, 
on such an occasion, she saw herself 
(though baptised, and a member of 
the Reformed Church) sent out with 
the unbelieving Heathen, while her 
soul panted after Christ and his 
righteousness. But the next week, 
Brother Vanderkemp, being informed 
of this, and considering that there is 
no Reformed Church in this district, 
presented her as a living member of 
Christ’s body to the congregations 
whe 


ce 
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who received her unanimously and 
with joy as a sister; and then she 
was admitted to the Lord’s table. 
The change of her heart, and her 
connexion with us, exposed her to be 
persecuted by her own people. Her 
father, husband, sister, more distant 
relations, and the whole circle of her 
former friends, united in insulting her 
in the most distressing manner ; and 
a plan is formed to remove her to 
some distant part of the colony, that 
she may live out of danger of being 
more infected by the contagion at 
Bethelsdorp. 


28 <« e- 


The following Letter from Mary, one 
oy the Hottentots who were in Eng- 
and a few years ago, to the secreta- 
ry, will probably be agreeable to our 
Readers. 


** Dear Brother, 

«© was very happy to hear of you, 
our dear friend, chiefly that you con- 
tinued in health of body and 
soul. Through the goodness of our 
Lord God, I have found my dear 
children in a good situation in Africa ; 
the Lord has, in a particular manner, 
taken care of them ; but my poor 
child Christian, who was born in Hol- 
land, I have lost by death in Africa ; 
but I trust he died to go into everlast- 
ing life. The Lord has given me 
again a son in his place, who is about 
four months old, and is in good health. 
Three of my other children I have 
not yet seen; because of the great 
distance we are from one ‘another : 
but the Lord gives me to be still, in 
his way, and I trust I shall see them 
inhis time. O mayI see them in 
heaven ! What happiness will it be 
for me to have brought forth children 
for everlasting life ! My dear children 
who are with me, I tell them, many 
times, the happiness which I expe- 
rienced in that dear England ; and 
that makes them many times very an- 
xious to see that country where the 
Lord dwells in such a wonderful man- 
ner, that they asked, ‘“‘ Mother, O let 
us go some time there, to see such 
dear people !” With me, are John 
and my dear sister Martha. Wehave 
all for body and soul that may be nec- 
essary. e are with our Brother 
Kicherer and his wife, who behave as 
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a brother and sister to us, and take 
care of us. O that I may be more 
thankful to my dear Lord and Saviour 
for his faithfulness and wonderful 
goodness ! Help me, dear Brother, to 
pray ; to thank for me : I can do 
nothing without the Spirit of Christ ! 
Many times I spake with our Brother 
Kicherer about all the dear friends : 
(with tears in my eyesI must confess 
it) chiefly it grieved me, when I 
recollected the last farewell to Mr. 
Hardcastle, then I sink away. O 
what shall it be when we meet one 
another again in heaven, when never 
shall have place a separating ! 

‘“* O be so kind as to give my af- 
fectionate Christian love to all the 
dear brothers and sisters with whom 
Ihave had the honour to converse ! 
O what wonderful love [feel forthem ! 

** Now, farewell, my dear Brother, 
remember me ; I hope to remember 
you, in particular, at the throne of 
grace. The Lord God dwell in your 
house, in your heart, in the hearts of 
your family, and make all things 
well, 

I am, dear Sir, with much esteem, 
your affectionate sister in the Lord 


Jesus, Mary Vaw Rooy.’” 
Graaff Reinet, Fanuary 8, 1807. 
— + oe 


MISSIONARY SOCIETY HELD IN 
LONDON, MAY, 1807. 


Tue present age has been called, 
by some judicious persons, ‘ The 
ra of Veluntary Missions.” Mul- 
titudes of. Christians, knowing the 
joyful sound, and feeling its power 
and its joys, have tenderly pitied the 
deplorable condition of the Heathen, 
and have anxiously endeavoured to 
communicate to them that divine rev- 
lation» which has proved the source 
of all their spiritual improvement. 
“They feel the force of the com- 
mand, and of the gracious promise 
of Jesus, who said, “ All power in 
heaven and in earth is given to me. 
Go ye, therefore, into all nations; 
preach the gospel to every creature ; 
and, lo! I am with you always, even 
to the endof the world!” As taught 
by the Lord himself, they pray to 
their Father in heaven, “ Thy king. 
dom come!” Their prayers are ss 

the 
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the mere service of the lip: they are 
the ardent desire of their souls for 
things agreeable to the will of God. 
These desires, which constitute their 
prayers, regulate and éxcite their 
conduct. They are quick-sighted in 
discovering, and diligent and perse- 
vering in using the best means of pro- 
moting the object which they ardent- 
ly desire. These exertions, however 
arduous, and however expensive, af- 
ford them a pure and exalted happi- 
ness, because they are the gratifica- 
tion of their purified and ardent de- 
sires. It is God’s kingdom which 
they pray may come, and which they 
exert themselves to extend over ail 
the kingdoms of the world, equally 
for their spiritual and temporal inter- 
est; and they know that it sha// come, 
because it is his kingdom; because 
he hath said it, and because his is the 
power, and his the gory. 

The nearer the times approach 
to that period fixed by the prophecies 
of sacred scripture, when all the ends 
of the earth shall see the salvation of 
God, men will exert themselves in 
greater numbers, with more purity, 
unanimity, perseverance, vigour, de- 
pendence on God, and success, in 
sending that Bible and that gospel 
which are a light to the Gentiles, 
who are sitting in darkness, and in the 
region of the shadow of death. 

Such have, for nearly twelve years, 
been the views, the desires, the exer- 
tions, and the prospects of the Mis- 
sionary Society in London, whose late 
anniversary we now record. Num. 
bers of ministers and Christians, 
from various parts of the country, 
repaired, as usual, to the metropolis 
on this pleasing occasion, and, togeth- 
er with many of its inhabitants, 
thronged the largest places of wor- 
ship, where the Missionary Sermons 
were delivered. The first of these 
was at 

SURRY CHAPEL. 

On Wednesday morn. May 13, Mr. 
Hill, minister of the place, presented 
to the throne of grace the fervent de- 
sires-of the numerous assembly, inthe 
words of the Established Church. Af- 
ter which Mr. Kidd, of Cleek-Heaton, 
in Yorkshire, prayed in the pulpit. 
Mr. Newton, of Witham, in Essex, 
preached a sermon, from Ps. Ixxik. 
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17, ** All nations shall call htm bless- 
ed.” From which the preacher 
pointed out the state of the nations 
destitute of the knowledge of Mes- 
siali; the genuine effects of that 
knowledge where it is obtained ; the 
universal prevalence of it hereafter ; 


and the duties incumbent on us who 
are fayoured with it. 


TABERNACLE, 

On Wednesday evening a very nu- 
merous congregation filled this large 
place at an early hour. Prayer was 
otiered up by Mr. Ralph of Liver- 
pool. Mr. Jack, of Manchaster, 
preached on Isa. xxvii. 6. ‘“ He 
shall cause them that come of Jacob 
to take root: Israel shall blossom and 
bud, and fill the face of the earth 
with fruit.’ From hence a view 
was taken of the future prosperity 
of the church in its number, vigour, 
beauty, fruitfulness, joy, stability, and 
extent, as the effect of divine influence. 


ST. SAVIOUR’S CHURCH. 

On Friday morning a great congre- 
gation assembled in this ancient edi- 
fice. The prayers were read by the 
Rev. Mr. Mann, one of the ministers 
of this church ; and the sermon was 
preached by the Rev. Dr. Draper, of 
London; the text Matt. xxviii. 1S— 
20, ** And Jesus came, and spake un- 
to them saying, all power is given un- 
to me in heaven and inearth. Go ye 
therefore and teach all nations, bap- 
tising them in the name of the Fath- 
er, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
Ghost ; teaching them to observe all 
things, whatsoever I have command- 
ed you. And, lo, I am with you al- 
way, even to the end of the world. 
Amen.” 

In this scripture the preacher di- 
rected the attention of the Society to 
the command of Christ to dissemi- 
nate his gospel among all nations ; his 
instructions as to the manner of do- 
ing it; and the promise of his pres- 
ence as the ground of encouragement 
to Christian Missionaries. We be- 
lieve that ail the sermons afforded a 
high degree of satisfaction to the So- 
ciety and its numerous friends. 

AT SION CHAPEL 
Dr. Haweis presided at the sacra- 


mental solemnity; prayer, at suita- 
ble 
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ble intervals, was offered up. The 
bread was distributed by eighteen 
ministers. The wine was conveyed 
to the communicants in like man- 
ner. 

This concluding service was peculi- 
arly solemn and impressive. It was ex- 
ceedingly pleasing to observe so 
great a number of Christians (it is 
supposed about two thousand) assem- 
bled to commemorate the dying love 
of the Saviour of the world. Chris- 
tians of a great variety of denomi- 
nations, who, laying aside the lesser 
distinctions by which they are known 
at other times, unite on this occasion, 
as Christians only, directing their 
affectionate regards t their common 
Lord, ‘* of whom the whole family in 
heaven and earth is named ;” and 
thus signifying their cordial agree- 
ment with each other to promote and 
extend the common cause of Chris- 
tianity among their fellow-men of all 
nations. 

A collection was made at each of 
the places, and a handsome sum was 
contributed at each, amounting in the 
whole to upwards of 860/. 

It may net be improper here to 
mention, that, a short time since, a 
pious lady presented to the Society 
a beautiful diamond ring, of consid- 
erable value, desiring that it might 
be sold, and the produce applied to 
the objects of the Society, especially 
to the support of their mission to the 
Jews. Such an instance of zeal jn 
sacrificing a costly, but unnecessary 
rnament, to the service of Chiist, 
affords a bright example of female 
piety, worthy of imitation. 

Thus closed the anniversary ; every 
heart rejoicing in God ; thankful for 
his gracious smiles on the past labours 
of the Society, and looking forward 
with eager expectation to the time 
when Jesus shall take unto him his 
great power and reign, when all men 
shall be blessed in him, when all na- 
tions shall call him blessed. That 
the Lord may hasten this glorious 
period, and if it please him, by the 
instrumentality of missionary socie- 
ties, is the ardent desire of thausands 
of thousands ; and let every reader 
say amen and amen. 

{Ev. Mag. 
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THE EDINBURGH MISSIPNARY 
SOCIETY. 


Mr. Pinkerton, one of the Mis- 
sionaries, writes thus: ‘I am now 
so much master of the Turkish lan- 
guage, that I have begun to write a 
tract in it, on the Worth of the Soul, 
and on the Consideration of Eternity. 
In common matters, I speak German 
as well as English; and find that the 
acquisition of one language is no 
hindrance to the learning of another. 

I think Kategeray (the young 
Sultan who has embraced Christian- 
ity) has been much the better for his 
journey to Petersburgh. At present, 
his mind is greatly perplexed re- 
specting his future /prospects, aid 
the measures he should follow to 
provide for his support. He meets 
with much persecution on account 
ot his religion. His friends generally 
address him by some opprobrious 
name ; but he bears his persecution 
with wonderful patience. The other 
Sultans have threatened to take his 
slaves from him for becoming Chris- 
tian. Notwithstanding this harsh 
treatment, he is not ashamed to avow 
himself a Christian; and argues with 
the greatest earnestness against the 
Tartar Effendis. One day lately, as 
he and I were going to Georghievsk, 
we fellin with a number of Tartars, 
among whom there was a Moham- 
medan doctor. We entered into 
conversation; and religion seon be- 
came the subject. Kategeray sup- 
ported Christianity with great bold- 
ness and considerable ability; and 
when the Efiendi found himself at a 
loss to answer the arguments which 
Kategeray urged against the Mo- 
haminedan imposture, he tried to 
get rid of the subject by a laugh. 
Upon which Kategeray said to him, 
with great seriousness, ‘* You may 
laugh, if you please, at the words 
which I have spoken; but unless 
you believe the gospel, my words 
will prove witnesses against you at 
the last day.”’ 

Two young natives have been 
added to the church, by baptism. 
Abdy, the Mahometan priest, was 
present at the baptism; and seemed 

much 
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much struck with what he then wit- 
nessed. He expressed:peculiar satis- 
faction both with the sentiments and 
music of a hymn, which Mr. Brunton 
had composed for the occasion ; and 
in which some of the great distinguish- 
ing truths of Christianity were intro- 
duced. , 

The ransomed children continue 
to do well, and are a great comfort 
tothe Missionaries. A field of about 
18 acres has been inclosed ; which it 
is intended to cultivate this summer, 
for the use of the Mission. Mr. 

Galloway, who was bred to the 

weaving business, has got a loom 
made, on which he works at his lei- 
sure hours. He has finished one 
web; and was proposing to get a 
loom made for a young native, who 
lives with him, whom he intends to 
instruct in the art of weaving. 

A Sultan, named Ali, who used 

often to visit the Missionaries, died 
lately. Before his death, he asked 
his friends to carry him to Karass: 
but this request they rejected with 
indignation. They suspected that 
he Tied a Christian; and, on that 
account, hesitated about burying him. 
He left a widow and three children, 
whom he wished to be committed to 
Mr. Brunton’s care: but they all died 
soon after him, of the plague, which 
was then raging in the district where 
they resided.” 


a 


Letter from Capt. Wickes to Mr. F. 
Eastburn, Philadelphia; received a 
few days before the Captain’s ar- 
rivat. 


My Friends, Calcutta, Oct. 16, 1806. 


I wroTre you some few days 
past, informing you of such of my 
proceedings as were worth your no- 
tice up to that time. 1 shall now 
mention some things that have taken 
place since, and conclude for this 
voyage. I went to the mission-house 

-jast week; and was present at two 
very interesting scenes. On Thurs- 


day night I sat down to a supper, 
where there were ranged on one side 
of the table 51 converted natives, men 
and women; among them 7 Bramins 
and three Faquers. 


On the other 





Letter from a Swifs Merchant. 
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side there were three evangelical 
church ministers, and all the church 
of white people at Serampore. The 
supper consisted chiefly of rice and 
fruit, dressed in various ways ; some 
eating with spoons, and some with the 
fingers. When all were filled, the na- 
tives sang a hymn in their own lan. 
guage; and the white people sang 
another in theirs ; then the natives 
sang another, arose from the ta- 
ble, and departed. Behold, my 
friends, in this scene, the power of 
the gospel! It has effected what all 
the powers on earth could not have 
done, even in the outward appear. 
ance; much less could any human 
force or policy influence the heart to 
that union and fellowship which was 
manifested among us, for there were 
four or five different denominations of 
Christians among the white people, 
all united, as one man, in promoting 
the interest of the dear Redeemer in 
this part of the world, and bearing 
their testimony to his truth. On 
Friday night I went with the Mis- 
sionaries at Serampore, and one from 
the London mission, to a large pago- 
da; where we met four church 
ministers, who all united in prayer 
and praise for the spread of the pre- 
cious gespel, until a late hour. O 
that the time may soon come when all 
their idol temples shall be turned {nto 
houses of delightful prayer and praise 
to the true and living God, and all 
their idols given to the moles and to 
the bats! May we not hope that this 
is taking place? Do not these things 
indicate strongly that God is about to 
fulfil his promises of mercy and grace 
to his church? Surely, they do; and 
our hearts ought and must rejoice in . 
them. Hallelujah! Your friend, 

B. Wickes, Sen. 


—aet <- — 


Extract of a Letter from a Swise 
Merchant, at St. Gall. 

I wovLp ask you, To what place a 
man should now go to enjoy perfect 
security ? but you would soon ask me 
in return, What kind of security I 


mean, whether security of liberty, 


property, reputation, life, &c.? These, 
alas ! 
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alas ! it would be at present in vain 
to seek, and we must continually keep 
our minds prepared for the contrary ; 
put if we do this with child-like con- 
fidence in the Lord, the 7 which 
attends our less will be diminished, 
and the joy with which we view our 
unfading treasure augmented : but if 
it be asked, Where security forthe 
more noble part of our being is to be 
found ? then we may confidently give 
ourselves the consolatory answer, The 
name of the Lord is a tower of safety ! 
Thither the righteous fieeth, and is 
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protected : there we find our shelter 
and security | This fortress hath never 
been brought to capitulate ; what- 
ever bulwarks have been, and still are 
raised against it, vain has been, 
and vain must ever be, all the labour 
which the enemy employs to over- 
throw it. The Lord hath not yet for- 
saken, nor ever will forsake his peo- 
ple : he remains their hope, joy, 
health, and peace ! With the tender- 
ness of a mother, he leadeth them 
wheresoever they go. To our God he 
the glory ! [ E£v. Mag. 








INSTALLATION—ORDINATION. 


INSTALLED, Nov. last, Rev. Syl- 
vester Sage, colleague pastor with the 
Rev. Mr. Weld, over the church of 
Christ in Braintree. The introduc- 
tory prayer was offered by Rev. Mr. 
French, Andover; the sermon was 
preached by Rev. Mr. May, Mar- 
blehead, from 1 Tim. iii. 1. This 
is a true saying, If a man desire the 
office of a bishop. he desireth a good 
work: the installing prayer was of- 
fered by the Rev. Mr. Thayer, D. D. 
Kingston, N. H.; the charge was 
given by Rev. Mr. Williams, Wey- 
mouth ; the right land by Rey. Mr. 
Strong, Randolph ; and the conclud- 
ing prayer by Rev. Mr. Whitney, 
Quincy. 





Oxparnep at Lexington, (Mass.) 
December last, Rev. A. Williams. 


The introductory prayer was offered 
by Rev. Mr. Gile, Milton ; the ser- 
mon was preached by Rey. Mr. Ken- 
dal, p. p. Weston, from Tit. i. 9. 
Holding fast the faithful word as he 
hath been taught, that he may be able 
by sound doctrine both to exhort and to 
convince the gainsayers. The conse- 
crating prayer was made by Rev. Mr. 
Marret, Burlington: Rev. Mr. Cush- 
ing, p.p. Waltham, gave the charge; 
Rev. Mr. Fisk, Menotomy, expressed 
the fellowship of the churches ; and 
the concluding prayer was offered by 
Rev. Mr. Sterns, Lincoln. 

W hat is remarkable in this place is, 
the Rev. Mr. Hancock and the Rev. 
Mr. Clark supplied this people more 
than a century. They were both 
gathered to their people in a good old 


age. 
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\ A BOY BITTEN BY A MAD DOG. 


Asovur the 1st of May last, John 
Boltwood, a boy about 12 years of 
age, in crossing a field in the parish 
of Hackney, was bitten by a dog 
belonging to a man then walking in 
the same field. The wounds were 
healed; and he returned to school, 
no further danger being apprehend- 
ed. The dog, at the time when he 
bit the boy, displayed no signs of 
madness ; but on Saturday, May 80, 
the boy was taken ill. On Monday 
following, he was much worse ; and 


decisive symptoms of hydrophobia 
appeared. Three or four medical 
gentlemen attended, and afforded 
all the aid in their power: but the 
case was desperate. His reason, 
however, was quite unimpaired: he 
lived to afford the most satisfactory 
evidence of his piety ; and died on 
the next Tuesday, about one o’clock 
in the morning. 
His little history was singular; 
and as. it may afford some advan 
to the young, I give vou its i : 
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At an early age he was introduced 
to the Sunday School. There he 
gained the first rudiments of religious 
knowledge ; for which he expressed 
his thankfulness. In that school he 
made such progress, and behaved 
himself so well as to obtain, on leav- 
ing the school, a testimonial in his 
favour, written in a psalm and hymn- 
book, presented to him on that oc- 
casion. Early in 1806, three gentle- 
men founded a free-school, belonging 
to Well Street Meeting, which is aid- 
ed by voluntary subscription, for the 
education of boys, the children of 
reputable parents, who, either from 
the demands of a large family, or 
from having been reduced by mis- 
fortune, are unable to furnish them 
with.a good education. Young Bolt- 
wood was one of its first scholars. 
His behaviour at school was highly 
satisfactory to the master ; his temper 
was. mild and peaceful. From the 
school he was never absent, except 
when unavoidably detained by afflic- 
tion, or some ‘sufficient cause. Nor 
had any of his school-fellows, at any 
time, occasion to lodge any complaint 
againsthim. The texts of scripture 
which he heard explained on the 
Lord’s Day, he repeated on the Mon- 
day morning, with. an outline of the 
sermons. This he usually performed 
better than any other task assigned 
him. 

When he was detained from the 
school by the bite of the dog, he 
sent his sister for his books, that he 
might read at home ; and when un- 
able to leave his bed, his Bible was 
his companion. On the Monday, 
when taken so ill, he sent for Mr. 
Shepherd, the master of the school ; 
and here I use his words.—*‘ I went ; 
and his expressions filled me with sur- 
prise. He took me by the hand; 
and said, he was glad I had come to 
see him. I asked him how he was. 
He replied, “1 am very bad ;~ but 
never was so happy in my life: I am 
washed in the blood of the Lamb! 
- God has taken away my heart of stone, 
and given me an heart of flesh ! Tam 
going to Jesus.” After I had spoken 
to the doctors, I returned to the poor 
bor. He said, “* The doctors can do 


me no good: I am going to the bos- 
om of Jesus ! 


I amthe third. boy 
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that will have died out of our school. 
The two Adamses died: I hope they 
are happy! I have often thought of 
them. Iam very happy; but I shall 
be better soon, in the bosom of Je. 
sus!” Qn informing him that’a phy- 
sician was sent for, he closed his eyes, 
and, folding his hands, said, “* O, my 
God, thou canst do more for me than 
the doctors can! ‘Thou hast washed 
me in the blood of the Lamb; take 
me tothyself! I shall not stay long 
now! I must die, and go to the bos- 
om of Jesus. I hope we shall meet 
before the throne! Give my love to 
all the boys: tell them to read their 
Bibles ; tell them all to prav that God 
would take away the stony heart, and 
give them hearts of flesh. O God, 
thou hast taken away my" heart of 
stone, and washed me in the blood of 
the Lamb ; take away their hearts of 
stone, and wash them all in the blood 
of the Lamb!” 

About 10 o’clock in the evening 
he sent for me and Mr. Hoakinson, 
one of the founders of the’ schoo!. 
To me, he said, That he had learned 
more of the scriptures that day than 
ever before. I inquired of him, 
What part of the scriptures had en- 
gaged his attention? and giving 
him a Bible, he turned to the 89th 
Psalm ; most earnestly requesting 
me to read itto him. Whilst I was 
thus engaged, I observed him fer- 
vently repeating each vers:. When 
I read, ‘* blessed are the people who 
know the joyful sound; they shall 
walk, O Lord, in the light of thy 
countenance,” &c. he repeated with 
still greateremphasis. Here I paus- 
ed, to ask, whether he understood 
whose righteousness the Psalmist re- 
ferred to. He replied with uncom- 
mon fervour, *‘ O yes, the righteous- 
ness of Jesus! that alone can save 
my soul!” He then requested me 
to pray with him. In prayer he 
most solemnly repeated every sen- 
tence. To Mr. H. he said, “ I bless 
God that you put me into such a 
school : through eternity, I shall bless 
God for that school!” Of Mr. S. 
his master, he took an affecting fare- 
well, earnestly desiring him not to 
forget his love to all his school-fel- 
lows; particularly charging him to 
tell them all, “that if their stony 
hearts 
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hearts are not taken away, they will 
not be happy when they die, as Iam! 
This (said he) is my dying testimony 
to them !” 

To his aunt, on entering the 
room, he said, “do not weep, do not 
weep for me. If you were so happy 
as Iam, you would not weep: Iam 
not afraid to die, for nothing can hurt 
me; I am safe in the arms of Je- 
sus!” After he had began to read 
the 1%h of Dr. Watts’s Divine 
Song's, 

“ Happy the child, whose tender years 
Receive instruction well,” 

being unable to proceed, he desired 

his sister to read it; which she did ; 

and he repeated after her; but when 

she came to the lines, 

“Twill please us to look bach, and see 

That our whole lives were thine,” 
he said, “O it will be pleasant in 
heaven to look back, and see that our 
whole lives were thine !” 

After asking for a little jelly, -he 
said, **O, blessed be God, I shall not 
want a drop of water to cool my 
tongue! O that blessed book, the 
Bible! Aunt,.tell every body to read 
it; and tellthem to mind the 89th 
Psalm.” a. 

To his sister, he said, “I can 
tread Satan under my feet: I have 
but one step more of the ladder to go 
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to be with Jesus. My beeath is short: 
[have got what I wanted—my Je- 
sus! I pray for my wicked play- 
mates, though they are wicked: I 
love them, because the scriptures 
say, “love your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good to them that 
hate you, and pray for them that 
despitefully use you.” I have learned 
more of the scriptures to-day than 
ever ; because Jesusis my teacher !* 

-To his father, he said, ‘dear 
father, weep not not for your only 
son: he is happy; but take care of 
your children that remain, and follow 
me. I have prayed for you all. The 
angel is about to sound the trumpet, 
and I shall follow to the bosom of Je- 
sus : I am washedin the blood of the 
Lamb !” 

A little before his death, he put 
his hand to his head, and said, * O it 
is getting into my head now; and de- 
sired his sister to give him her hand, 
saying, I won’t hurt you.” He was 
quite sensible of the cause of his mal- 
ady; and said, * though I foam like a 
mad dog, I will hurt nobody. O that 
dog! but it was the will of God.” 

He breathed his last about one 
o’clock on Tuesday morning, June 2, 
aged 12 years and four months.” 


[ Ev. Mag. ' 


——a > Ga. 
jPoetrp. 
Christian Converse ; or, The Two Discifiles going to Emmaus. 


Ir happen’d, on a solemn even-tide, 
Soon after ue, that was our surety died, 
Two bosom friends, each pensively inclin’d, 
The scene of all those sorrows left behind, 
Sought their own village, busied as they went, 
In musings worthy of the great event: 
They spake of nim they lov’d, of H1m whose life, 
Though blameless, had incurr’d perpetual strife, 
Whose deeds had left, in spite of hostile arts, 
A deep memorial graven on their hearts. 
The recollection, hike a vein of ore, 
The farther trac’d, enrich’d them still the more; 
They thought him, and they justly thought him, one 
Eent to do more than he appear’d t’ have done; 
T’ exalt a people, and to place them high 
Above all else, and wonder’d he should dic. 
Ere yet they brought their journey to an end, 
A stranger join’d them, courteous as a friend, 
And ask’d them, with a Kind engaging air, 
What their affliction was, and begg’d a share. 
Inform’d, he gather’d up the broken thread, 


And, truth and wisdom gracing all he said, 
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Explain’d, illustrated, and search’d so well, 
The tender theme on which they chose to dwell, 
That, reaching home, the night, they said, is near, 
We must not now be parted, sojourn here. 
The new acquaintance soon became a guest, 
And made so welcome at their simple feast, 
He blest the bread, but vanish’d at the word, 
And left them both exclaiming, ’Twas the Lord! 
Did not our hearts feel all he deign’d to say? 
Did they not burn within us by the way? 
Now theirs was converse such it behoves 
Man to maintain, and such as God approves: 
Their views, indeed, were indistinct and dim, 
But yet successful, being aim’d at ui. 
Christ and his character their only scope, 
Their object, and their subject, and their hope, - 
They felt what it became them much to feel, 
And, wanting him to loose the sacred seal, - 
Found him as prompt as their desire was true, 
To spread the new-born glories in their view. 
Weli—what are ages and the lapse of time, 
Match’d against truths, as lasting as sublime ? 
Can length of years on God himself exact, 
Or make that fiction, which was once a fact? 
Hearts may be found, \that harbour at this hour 
That love of Chris: in all its quick’ning pow’r ; 
And lips, unstain’d by folly or by strife, 
Whose wisdom, drawn from the deep well of life, 
_ Tastes of its healthful origin, and flows 
A Jordan for th’ ablution of our woes. 
Oh days of heav’n, and nights of equal praise, 
Serene and peaceful as those heav’nly days, 
When souls drawn upwards, in communion sweet, 
Enjoy the stilmess of some close retreat, 
Discourse, as if releas’d and safe at home, 
Of dangers past and wonders yet to come, 
And spread the sacred treasures of the breast 
Upon the lap of covenanted rest, 
True bliss, if man may reach it, is compos’d 
Of hearts in union mutually disclos’d ; 
And farewel else all hope of pure delight, | 
Those hearts should be reclaim’d, renew’d, upright 
Bad men, profaning friendship’s hallow’d name, 
Form, in its stead, a covenant of shame, 
A dark confed’racy against the laws 
Of virtue, and relhigion’s glorious cause : 
They build each other up with dreadful skill, 
As bastions set point-blank against God’s will; 
Enlarge and fortify the dread redoubt, 
Deeply resolv’d to shut a Saviour out ; 
But souls that carry on a blest exchange 
Of joys they meet with in their heav’nly range, 
And with a fearless confidence make known . 
The sorrows sympathy esteems its own, ) 
Daily derive increasing light and force 
From such communion in their pleasant course, 
Feel less the journey’s roughness and its length, 
Meet their opposers with united strength, 
And, one in heart, in int’rest, and design, 
' Gird up each other to the race divine, [ Cowper. 





